
RE=RECORDED TO CORRECT 

COMMISSIONER GONZALEZ VOTE 

ORDINANCE AMENDING THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE­

AMENDMENT NO. 1 

Ordinance No. 294 -2017 

WHEREAS, on December 13, 2016 the Board of County Commissioners approved and 
adopted Ordinance No. 287-2016, the Unified Development Code for Dofia Ana County; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Unified Development Code is a single document that incorporates and 
updates all related land use regulations, including zoning and the official zoning map, 
subdivision, construction and development standards; and 

WHEREAS, County Staff has been using the Unified Development Code since its 
effective date of February 2, 2017 and has identified areas that need improvement, 
corrections and clarifications in order to minimize variance applications and improve the 
document to make it more user friendly; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed and discussed staffs 
proposal at three of their regular meetings, voting unanimously (of those present) on July 
27, 2017, August 24, 2017 and September 14, 2017 to recommend the proposed UDC 
amendments, to be known as Amendment No. 1 to Ordinance No. 287-2016, to the BOCC; 
and 

WHEREAS, the Development Review Committee also reviewed and discussed these 
amendments on August 3, 2017 and agreed by consensus with staffs and the P&Z 
recommendation to amend the UDC; and 

WHEREAS, County Staff, the Planning and Zoning Commission, the Development 
Review Committee and the Board of County Commissioners have determined this first 
amendment is in the public interest and is necessary to improve the overall public health 
and safety of its residents; 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, the Board of County Commissioners hereby 
adopts Amendment No. l to the Unified Development Code for Dofia Ana County, 
Ordinance No. 287-2016 as identified in Exhibit A 

ADOPTED this 14th day of November 2017. 
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Dona Ana County Unified Development Code Article 1 Administration 

Exhibit A 

1.4.3 Planning and Zoning Commission 

There is hereby established a Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z), consisting of 
seven members who shall be appointed for two-year staggered terms by the Board of 
County Commissioners of Dona Ana County (BOCC). Members may be 
reappointed at the completion of their term by the BOCC. Members shall not 
receive compensation for performing their duties, but they may be reimbursed for 
training or attendance at conferences upon prior approval by the County Manager. 
The P&Z shall: 

a. Adopt bylaws for the election of officers, conduct of meetings, and
establishment of operations of the P&Z, subject to approval by the BOCC;

b. Receive, hear� and make final determinations to approve, approve with
conditions, or deny applications for variances and Special use permits� as
prescribed by, and subject to, the procedures established herein;

c. Receive, hear� and make final determinations to approve, approve � ith
conditions, or deny applications for zone change�;

d. Receive, hear and make recommendations to the BOCC, on requests for
amendments and changes to this Chapter;

e. Hear and decide appeals from the Zoning Administrator's interpretation of
the meaning of terms and language of this Chapter. The P&Z may affirm,
modify or reverse the interpretation;

f. Hear and decide appeals of actions taken by the Zoning Administrator. The
P&Z may affirm, modify or reverse actions of the Zoning Administrator;

g. Report on all matters requested by the BOCC;

h. Review, and when necessary, recommend changes and amendments to the
Comprehensive Plan and UDC to the BOCC, at a minimum of once a year
or as needed;

1. Review and make recommendations for approval, approval with conditions
or denial of preliminary plats and replats to the BOCC; and

J· Carry out special studies and prepare plans for land use and development of
public facilities as directed by the BOCC.

1.4.4 Board of County Commissioners 

The Board of County Commissioners of Dona Ana County (BOCC) is authorized to 
zone land, approve the Subdivision of land, assure standards protect the health, 
safety and welfare of the County, hear appeals and shall: 

a. Receive and consider recommendations on requests for amendments to this
Chapter from the Planning and Zoning Commission (P&Z);

b. Consider and make final determinations on the creation of new zoning
districts, zone changes, preliminary and final plats and replats, and appeals
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Dona Ana County Unified Development Code Article 2 Procedures 

2.2 SPECIFIC LAND USE APPLICATION PROCEDURES 

2.2.1 Town Hall Meeting 

The town hall meeting is intended to provide for an exchange of information 
between the applicant, community residents and property owners of affected 
adjacent properties. The applicant shall present a conceptual site plan and other 
associated information explaining the land use proposal. This meeting affords the 
community with the opportunity to provide input regarding health, safety and quality 
of life concerns prior to major investment for a development project. The town hall 
meeting also aligns with the Livability Principles of the Comprehensive Plan. 

a. The applicant shall convene a town hall meeting for the following:

1. All community types pursuant to Article 3 Community Types;

11. All master plans; and

111. Any zone change request over +G-20 acres from a residential
designation to a commercial or industrial designation.

b. The applicant shall provide a notice of the town hall meeting at least 21 days

prior to the date of the meeting and shall be:

1. Published one time in a newspaper of general circulation in the
County;

11. Posted at local community centers and post office;

111. Mailed by first-class mail to the adjacent property owners, as shown
by the records of the County Assessor, of properties within 300 feet
of any lot line of the site in question, excluding streets, alleys,
channels, canals or other public rights-of-way and railroad rights-of­
way. A minimum of 10 different owners shall be required to be
notified. This area shall be the area of notice; and

1v. Signs, supplied by the CDD, posted on the subject property in
conspicuous locations to notify adjacent property owners and
passersby of the proposed land use request.

c. No P&Z or BOCC Commissioner shall attend the town hall meeting.

d. The applicant shall arrange for the facilities in which the town hall meeting is
to be held, including accessible locations and accommodations for
English/Spanish translation prior to the meeting. County staff shall be in
attendance to observe, take notes, and answer any questions related to the
County Code.

e. The applicant shall hire a moderator to preside over the town hall meeting.
The moderator shall conduct the meeting, decide all questions of order and
manage the order of speakers at the meeting. The moderator may order the
removal of a person who persists in behaving in a disorderly manner.
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Dona Ana Connty Unified Development Code Article 2 Procedures 

administrative decision in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
jurisdiction of the County. 

ill. Notice of an administrative SUP shall be mailed by first-class mail to 
the adjacent property owners, as shown by the records of the County 
Assessor, of properties within 300 feet of any lot line of the site in 
question, excluding streets, alleys, channels, canals or other public 
rights-of-way and railroad rights-of-way. A minimum of 10 different 
owners shall be required to be notified. 

b. SUPs Decided by Public Hearing:
1. Signs supplied by the CDD, shall be posted for a minimum of 21 days

on the subject property, in conspicuous locations, in a manner that is
reasonably calculated to notify adjacent property owners and passersby
of the hearing for the proposed special use permit.

11. Notice of public hearing shall be published one time at least 21 days
prior to the date of the hearing in a newspaper of general circulation in
the jurisdiction of the County.

ill. Notice of the SUP shall be mailed by first-class mail to the adjacent 
property owners, as shown by the records of the County Assessor, of 
properties within 300 feet of any lot line of the site in question, 
excluding streets, alleys, channels, canals or other public rights-of-way 
and railroad rights-of-way. A minimum of 10 different owners shall be 
required to be notified. 

2.4.4 Decisional Criteria for Special Use Permits 

A proposed SUP must be consistent with the health, safety, and general welfare of 
the residents of the County per the intent of this Chapter. The Zoning 
Administrator, P&Z, and BOCC shall use the following general criteria when 
reviewing special use permits but are not limited to: 

a. Potential traffic flows and impacts;

b. Need for new commercial or residential activity;

c. Potential water and sewer needs;

d. Existing infrastructure capacities and the ability of existing systems to
accommodate new development;

e. Environmentally sensitive areas in the vicinity, areas of historical significance,
or areas that contain endangered or rare species of animal and plant life;

f. The impact of a proposed SUP because of its size and intensity on
surroundings properties; and

g. Implementation of Best Management Practices for the development.

2.4.5 Approval Procedures and Conditions 

The Zoning Administrator, P&Z or the BOCC may approve, conditionally approve 
or deny the SUP with right of appeal in accordance with the provisions of Section 
2.16 Appeals. Approval may be granted with conditions that are deemed necessary to 
ensure that the purpose and intent of this Chapter are met and to mitigate potentially 
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Dona Ana County Unified Development Code Article 2 Procedures 

location standards for the placement of mobile homes in effect at the time of 
application. A MHIP may be refused until compliance with all County Codes 
is demonstrated. 

c. Elevation Certificates, Construction. Construction within a Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) designated floodplain may not be
started until the applicant has provided an elevation certificate that has been
accepted by the appropriate County agency: the Flood Commission or
County Engineer. Designs for construction in the floodplain shall be
prepared by a professional engineer licensed in New Mexico.

d. Elevation Certificates, Limits on Liability. The acceptance of an elevation
certificate and related information will not constitute a representation,
guarantee or warranty of any kind or nature by Dona Ana County or by any
political subdivision, or by an officer or employee of any of them, of the
practicability or safety of any structure or activity, and will create no liability
upon or cause of action against any public body, officer, or employee for
damage that may thereby result.

2.10 .1 Certificate of Occupancy 

Certificates of occupancy shall not be issued until all applicable requirements of the 
currently adopted Building Code and this Chapter are met. Once a certificate of 
occupancy is issued, a business registration shall be obtained for nonresidential uses 
when required by law. 

2.11 SUBDIVISION AUTHORITY AND CONFORMANCE 

2.11.1 Subdivisions Authorized 

Subdivisions are authorized by NMSA 1978, §47-6-1 et seq., §4-37-1, §3-20-5, §3-20-
6, §3-20-9. 

2.11.2 Approval Required 

The P&Z shall make a recommendation to the BOCC on preliminary plats. The 
BOCC shall approve, approve with conditions, or deny proposed preliminary and 
final plats and vacation of plats. 

2.11.3 Subdivision Conformance 

Subdivisions shall conform to the provisions of this Chapter prior to being approved 
by the BOCC and recorded in the Office of the County Clerk. Subdivisions may be 
approved along with related zone changes at the same hearing. 

2.11.4 ETZ Subdivisions 

Multi-phased subdivisions that have been previous!� approved by the ETZ shall be 

deemed as alid preliminary plats w1der the UDC. These preliminary plats shall not 

expite if one phase of the preliminary plat bas received final plaL approval and 

recorded prior to the adoption of d1e UDC. :upport documentation used to gain 

final plat approval under the ETZ and previously approved b) Dona Ana County 

shall be deem d satisfacto.cy for the purpose of final plal requirements under this 

code. 

31 



Dona Ana County Unified Development Code Article 2 Procedures 

2.12 SUBDIVISION PROCEDURES 

2.12.1 General Rule 

---a. No person shall divide a surface area of land into 2 or more parcels 
for the purpose of sale, lease or other conveyance or for building 
development, whether immediate or future, except as provided herein, or by 
submitting a claim of exemption for a matter not falling under the definition 
of subdivision in NMSA 1978, §4 7-6-2. The Zoning Administrator shall 
approve, approve with conditions, or deny the claim of exemption. The 
definition of "subdivision" and matters eligible for exemptions are provided 
in Article 7 of this Chapter. The County, property owner, or their authorized 
representative may initiate a subdivision application. 

---b. The subdivision application may include the following procedures: 

1. At least 1 pre-application conference prior to submission of a formal
application and initiation of engineering or design work;

11. Pre-engineering conference for subdivisions that include
thoroughfares;

111. Agency review;

1v. Summary plat review;

v. preliminary plat review; and

Vl. final plat review. 

=c.'----_-The data requirements for these reviews are set forth in Article 4. 

th _g,_ _Subdivisions may be submitted in phases and final plats for each 
phase may be filed separately. 

2.12.2 Pre-application Conferences 

An applicant for a subdivision shall attend at least 1 pre-application 
conference with County staff. In this conference, the applicant shall be given 
general guidance about the procedures and data requirements for the 
subdivision application. The applicant may be informed as to the availability 
of alternatives for the proposed plan, available programs, and other options. 
The applicant shall prepare a sketch plan for at least 1 pre-application 
conference, but shall not prepare engineering or architectural drawings prior 
to the first pre-application conference. The Zoning Administrator shall 
review the proposed subdivision and shall advise the applicant as to the fees, 
reviews and approvals required. Article 4 Subdivisions outlines the required 
documentation for submittal. Neither the applicant nor the County shall be 
bound by any statements or determinations made during the pre-application 
conference. 

2.12.3 Pre-engineering Conference for Thoroughfare Network and Traffic 
Impact Analysis 
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Dona .Ana County Unified Development Code .Article 2 Procedures 

all other facets of the plan and specific components of the 
subdivision proposal conform to all applicable standards. 

(ix) County Flood Commission to:

(a) Determine whether the subdivision lies within a
FEMA-designated floodplain;

(b) Notify the developer of any ongoing or proposed
flood-control projects that will affect the proposed
subdivision; and

(c) Determine whether the design, layout, construction
details, disclosure statement and all other facets of the
subdivision proposal conform to all applicable
standards, as they relate to drainage.

(x) All utility companies affected by the proposed subdivision to
determine whether the proposed subdivision can provide
easements to meet their respective service needs.

(xi) The affected school district to review the plat and state
whether a school site is proposed in or adjacent to the
subdivision.

e. If, in the opinion of the appropriate public agency or an Indian nation, tribe

or pueblo, a subdivider cannot fulfill the requirements of Subsection 2.12.4.d above

and Section 4. 7 or, if the appropriate public agency or the Indian nation, tribe or

pueblo does not have sufficient information upon which to base an opinion on any

one of these subjects, the subdivider shall be notified of this fact by the BOCC, and

the procedure set out below shall be followed:

(1) if the appropriate public agency or the Indian nation, tribe or pueblo has

rendered an adverse opinion, the board of county commissioners shall give the

subdivider a copy of the opinion;

(2) the subdivider shall be given 30_days from the date of notification to

submit additional information to the public agency or the Indian nation, tribe

or pueblo through the board of county commissioners; and

(3) the public agency or the Indian nation, tribe or pueblo shall have 30 days

from the date the subdivider submits additional information to change its

opinion or issue a favorable opinion when it has withheld one because of

insufficient information. No more than 30_days following the date of the

expiration of the thirty-day period, during which the public agency or the

Indian nation, tribe or pueblo reviews any additional information submitted

by the subdivider, the board of county commissioners shall hold a public

hearing in accordance with Section 2.12.5 below to determine whether to

approve the preliminary plat. Where the public agency has rendered an

adverse opinion, the subdivider has the burden of showing that the adverse
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Dofia Ana County Unified Development Code Article 2 Procedures 

b. The AHSD will be coordinated with the Zoning Administrator to ensure
consistency with the design review and approval process per Section 2.12.

c. The AHSD shall include the following BMPs in Article 6:

1. Erosion Control Best Management Practices (6.1.6)

11. Grading and Pre-Development Best Management Practices (6.1.7.c)

111. Road and Thoroughfare Best Management Practices (6.2.5.g)

1v. Roadway Drainage Best Management Practices (6.5.13.e)

v. Detention Pond Best Management Practice (6.5.15.c)

Vl. Water Conservation Best Management Practice (6.6.2.d) 

2.13 COMMUNITY TYPES 

2.13.1 General Provisions and Procedures 

Approval of a community type shall not be considered a zone change. A community 
type as defined in Article 3 is an optional development standard permitted in every 
Zoning District, except R5L and industrial zones, on any parcel of land 10 acres or 
greater within the County. Community types shall be in accordance with the sector 
plan as defined by the Comprehensive Plan in Table 3.1 Community Types by 
Sector. The development of community types is intended to promote mixed-use 
communities, including neighborhoods at various scales that include residential, 
commercial, institutional, civic spaces and have access to water and wastewater 
services, see Table 3.2 Community Types, Criteria. Development intensities for 
mixed-use community types include Small Villages, Villages, Towns, Neighborhoods, 
and Urban Centers as specified in Table 3.3 Community Types, Areas and Civic 
Space. 

2.13.2 Application Requirements 

Community types shall include the submittal and review of a community type 
application per the standards of Articles 3, 4 and 5, and all other applicable sections 
of this Chapter. The community type shall be designed and structured by the 
percentages of development intensities as shown in Table 3.3. The application for a 
community type shall include the following: 

a. 

1. 

11. 

ill. 

JV. 

v. 

VJ, 

Vll. 

Vlli. 

A conceptual site plan including details such as, but not limited to: 

Size and location of community type; 

Description of the thoroughfare network; 

Locations and percentages of development intensities; 

Proposed dwelling unit densities; 

Main civic space type, location, and size; 

Location and percentage of additional civic space; 

Connectivity of pedestrian sheds; 

Description and location of existing and proposed utilities; 
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Dona Ana County Unified Development Code Article 2 Procedures 

' ' 

g. The Zoning Administrator shall notify the applicant of the approval,
approval with conditions, or denial for the community type in writing. The
notice shall either state the nature and conditions of approval of the
community type or shall state the reasons for denial of the community type.
The notice shall also advise the applicant of the next action they may take to
address any outstanding issues.

h. When approved, the community type shall be mapped on the Official
Zoning Map of Dona Ana County.

2.14 EXPIRATION OF LAND USE APPLICATIONS 

All land use applications submitted to the CDD shall expire by limitation and become null 
and void if no action is taken by the applicant within 180 days after receiving written 
notification of inaction from the Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator may 
grant extensions to the applicant for periods not exceeding 90 days upon written request by 
the applicant explaining the circumstances beyond the control of the applicant that have 
prevented any action from being taken. 

2.15 MASTER PLANS 

2.15.1 General Provision and Procedures

A master plan is considered part of the planning process in which the proposal is 
viewed as a conceptual tool reflecting the ideas and thoughts for future development 
and the need for flexibility in land development. The master plan process is intended 
to ensure that proposed development is suitable and appropriate for a given parcel of 
land, based on its location and its environmental characteristics, which may offer a 
change in design criteria and to advance the goals and objectives of the 
Comprehensive Plan. The master plan process permits changes that conform with the 
intent to provide health, safety, and general welfare to County residents. Approved 
master plans shall be used as a general guide to land development with successive 
steps established for specific plans that shall be consistent with the adopted master 
plan. 

2.15.2 General Provisions

a. A master plan shall be required when any of the following criteria apply:

1. A development is to be divided into fflttltfJ"le 3three or more phases;
11. A development application is proposing multiple land uses;...m:
ttt. 1\..n ltpplie1tciot1 is fut the .,ingle <le'< dopment of 10 of .morc. l.t3ts; O:I! 
t"r.iii. \) hen a commercial, office, or industrial development application is 

proposing to use� the summary subdivision procedure more than 
once on contiguous parcels owned by the same owner. 

b. For smaller residential developments of 10 or fewer acres, with 39 or fewer
lots and built in no more than 2 phases, a master plan is not required.

c. The subdivider is responsible for including on the master plan all contiguous
property owned, legally controlled by, or of any development and/ or
financial interest to said subdivider.

d. A preliminary plat may be submitted simultaneously with the master plan.

47 



Dona Ana County Unified Development Code Article 4 Subdivisions 

(6) Avoid jogs in thoroughfares in which the centerline is offset by less than 200 feet.

(7) Ensure that horizontal and vertical curves for all thoroughfares meet the standards
of Section 6.3 Access and Parking, including any design adjustments to connect
proposed subdivision thoroughfare to neighboring thoroughfares.

(8) Design intersections at right angles and not less than 80 degrees where possible, in
accordance with Section 6.3 Access and Parking.

(9) Ensure clear sight triangles and required setbacks have been removed from the
buildable area of corner lots so the remaining size of the buildable area is sufficient
for builds with at least the same amount of surface area as the ones abutting in the
same zone or development intensity.

(10) Ensure thoroughfares meet engineering and thoroughfare design standards per
Section 6.3 Access and Parking.

(11) Avoid half thoroughfares by which only 1 side of the thoroughfare's pavement is
platted or constructed, except that a thoroughfare may be constructed on the
boundary of a parcel between two phases of the same subdivision.

(12) EnsUl'e born enc.kl of every tJ10roughfiire terminate ftt i1Herseet.lot1s �nd fol'fl'l ll t1e1:Worlc of
lobl ttud bloclcs. Zoning Admitti!l tftttor Oi' the De�igu Re•.riew Conttnittee ffl:fl)" re• i e\\'-9:
¥ari11flee to this reqtl±l:'emeo.ts where we lettfl:lfl or ·width of a pllrcel to l:,e s1:1bd:ivided is not

· "'a ettl Je sae. No Ettl de sac shall exceed 600 feet to
l.fle center of the bt:ilb or 1/. bloelt ii� leng�h ffil.' the .:one or de..-,clopmet1t inlern;ity. o cul­
de-sac shall exceed 800 feet to the center of tbc bulb or a maximum of 30 dwclling units. 
Zoning AclministraLOt or the Design Review om1nittec may review a var.iaocc to this 
rew1ircmcnr where the terrain or width of a pared to be subdivided is not practical. 

(13) Provide separate, legally described paved access directly to the nearest arterial or
collector highway.

(14) Provide any necessary dedication of land for rights-of-way at the project's perimeter
to ensure that the subdivision will not become inaccessible during a 100-year storm.

B. Thoroughfare Network Plan

Preliminary and final plats shall include a thoroughfare network plan which shall include the
following:

(1) Existing major thoroughfares networks including thoroughfares leading to
commercial and mixed-use areas and connecting between them railroad lines,
highways, and designated County, State, and Federal Routes.

(2) Designation for each thoroughfare mapped (both within and near the proposed
subdivision). See Section 6.3 Access and Parking.

(3) Proposed network of thoroughfares and their intersections including the following:

(a) Width of right-of-way;

(b) Design of parkways;

(c) Curb and turning radii at intersections;

( d) Location and type of traffic control devices; and
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Dona Ana County Unified Development Code Article 4 Subdivisions 

(e) Dimensions dictated by safety standards and engineering requirements.

( 4) Proposed modifications to existing thoroughfares.

C. Thoroughfare Assemblies

Thoroughfare assemblies shall be designed according to Section 6.3 Access and Parking.

D. Block Standards

(1) Blocks shall consist of lots surrounded by thoroughfares.

(a) Lengths of block faces shall not exceed the maximum length of a block face,
measured along lot lines, for the zone or development intensity per Table 4.1
Maximum Block Face Length, except that the Zoning Administrator may
adjust the length of a block face by up to -1-9% 100% by approval of an
administrative variance to accommodate specific site conditions. See Section
2. 7 .3 Administrative Variances.

(b) Where two or more zones or development intensities occur on the same
block face, the block face length shall not exceed that shortest required
length.

(c) The block face length in Mobile Home Parks (DM) shall apply to the internal
blocks to each DM or subdivision as well as to the sum of all contiguous land
under the same ownership within the zone.

(2) The Zoning Administrator may exempt blocks adjacent to undeveloped land, areas
unsuitable for development, or pre-existing incomplete blocks from a limitation on
block length by approval of an administrative variance. See Section 2.7.3
Administrative Variances.

(;) Block [aces exceeding 500 feet shall be subdrl·ided ·.v� a :iidc·,.-alk CJ<lending truough
the bloclt and i:,i n minimum of 12 €eet in wit.Ith.

(4}) Rear lanes or alleys shall be required for medium and high intensity areas within a 
new community and within T4 and TS Transect Zones. Rear lanes and alleys are not 
mandatory where the rear lot lines are at the edge of the site to be subdivided or 
where the block has been previously subdivided. 
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Table 4.1 Maximum Block Face Length 
- - -- �-- -�-

� 
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� ff') E-4 0 0 E-4 E-4 E-4 
� ........ � � ........ ........ 

)1 � � II') � ..-4 N ff') ..-4 N ff') 

z = = � )1 � 0 0- 0 0 )1 u u u 
..-4 N 
1-4 1-4 

Maximu 
m Block 66G 600 §00 66G 600 §00 §00 §00 §00 600 600 

- - - - -
Length 1320 1200 1000 1320 1200 1000 1000 1000 1000 1200 1200 
(feet) 

Legend "-" means "no maximum." Numbers refer to length in feet. 

E. Parkway Assemblies

(1) Each segment of a thoroughfare shall include a parkway corresponding to its
adjacent zone(s) or development intensity in Section 6.3 Access and Parking.

(2) Public lighting shall be located within the furnishings zone.

(3) Public planting shall follow Section 5.7 Landscaping, Buffering, and Fencing.

(4) Parkways in high intensity areas within a community type, within TS Transect Zone
and with portals or shopfronts may replace public planting with sidewalk pavement.

(5) Sidewalks shall be provided per the minimum widths of Table 4.2 Minimum Width
of Sidewalk Standards. Sidewalks shall meet the current Americans with Disabilities
Standards for Accessible Design (ADA SAD) for curb ramps and accessible routes
for all new construction.

(6) Sidewalks shall be optional where no sidewalks exist in parkways or lots adjacent to
and across a thoroughfare from the subject lot.

(7) Sidewalks shall be a minimum of 10 feet in width at shopfronts, space permitting.

Table 4.2 Minimum Width of Sidewalk Standards 

1 � � � 
..-4 N 

II') '11:t II') ..-4 N 

E-4 = 
ff') E-4 E-4 0 0 

j E-4 E-4 
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-

� � )1 II') ..-4 N ff') ..-4 N ff') J 

z = = �- )1 � 0 0 0 0 )1 u u u 
..-4 N ff') 

Minimum 
Sidewalk Width 

Legend 

F. Lot Structure

.; .; 6 - -

1 1 .5. 

"-" means "not required." 

1-4 1-4 1-4 

.; .; .; 6 6 6 6 
5 5 5 

1 1 1 .5. .5. .5. .5. 

Numbers refer to width in feet. 

(1) Lots shall have minimum and maximum widths and lot sizes per Tables 5.4 through
5.17 Site Standards, except claims of exemptions in the Rural (T2) Zone may be
platted per NMED standards.
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(2) Each lot shall have a primary frontage along the vehicular thoroughfare except that
the Zoning Administrator may permit a primary frontage along a sidewalk by
approval of an administrative variance. See Section 2.7.3 Administrative Variances.

(3) Where lots have multiple frontages as shown in Table 5.3 Facades, Elevations and
Lot Lines Illustrated, 1 frontage line shall be designated as primary and any other
frontage lines shall be designated as secondary.

(4) All lots shall meet all relevant federal, state and local governmental regulations.

(5) Lots with double frontage shall identify the intended front of the lots for driveway
and address purposes. Double &ontagc lot:� on adjacent cul de sact1 shall Bot be
pefm.it:ted.

(6) Legal access to a public thoroughfare within the development shall be required for all
lots.

4.4 Civic Space Requirements 

The purpose of civic spaces is to ensure civic amenities are of appropriate types and are in 
strategic and accessible locations and compatible land uses. 

A. Civic Spaces

Civic spaces shall be assigned to each pedestrian shed during the design process. The
minimum and maximum percentage of land to be dedicated and deeded as land in civic
space is shown in Table 3.3 Community Types, Criteria. Civic spaces shall be assigned per
Tables 3.5 Land Use Classification Matrix: Development Intensities and 5.1 Land Use
Classification Matrix: Zoning Districts, and shall be designed per Table 4.3 Civic Space
Types to conform to the zone and development intensity and to the following:

(1) Those portions of N Zone, if any, within the transect zone or community type shall
be part of the civic space allocation and shall be a park, per Table 4.3 Civic Space
Types.

(2) Pedestrian sheds shall contain at least one main civic space that is a square, plaza or
green, per Table 4.3 Civic Space Types. An entrance to the main civic space shall be
within 1,000 feet of the center point of the pedestrian shed unless topographic
conditions, pre-existing thoroughfare alignments or other approved circumstances
prevent such location.

(3) Playgrounds conforming to Table 4.3 Civic Space Types shall be located so that
every residential lot is within 1,000 feet of a playground.

(4) At least 50% of the perimeter of each square or plaza per Table 4.3 Civic Space
Types shall abut a thoroughfare.

(5) Small spaces not conforming to the specific standards of Table 4.3 Civic Space
Types are permitted and encouraged, although they shall not contribute to the
minimum percentage of land required to be dedicated as civic space.

(6) The County shall accept ownership of land in civic space unless accepted for
ownership by a homeowner association or civic organization. Homeowner
associations or civic organizations may elect to accept ownership of land in civic
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4.5 Public Lighting 

A. Purpose

Public Lighting is not rcc-1uired by this code. If Public I .ighci.og is proposed tl,an it shall
follow the following guidelines. The purpose is to tailor design of lighting to context and
assure adequate lighting for safety. Lighting within the County shall maintain the rural
character of the region, in part by preserving the visibility of night-time skies while providing
for safety and security.

B. Standards
Within parkways, prescribed types of public lighting shall be as shown in Table 6.11 Parkway
Assemblies.

(1) New development within the R and L Development Intensities and within T2, T3,
RS or D1 Zones shall meet the following standards:

(a) All lighting installations shall be designed and installed to be fully shielded
except as exempted below and commercial lighting shall have a maximum
lamp wattage of 250 watts HID (or approximately 1,600 lumens).

(b) Residential lighting shall be shielded such that the lamp or the lamp image is
not directly visible outside the property perimeter.

(c) Exemptions:

[1] Lighting in swimming pools and other water features governed by the
National Electrical Code.

[2] Exit signs and other illumination governed by the International
Building Code.

[3] Lighting for stairs and ramps as required by the International
Building Code.

[4] Holiday and temporary lighting less than 30 days use in any one year.
[5] Athletic field lighting, when field is in use.

[6] Low voltage landscape lighting, but such lighting shall be shielded to
eliminate glare and light trespass.

(2) All light standards shall comply with NMSA 1978, §§74-12 Night Sky Protection.

4.6 Public Utilities 

A. Utility and Pedestrian Easements

The purpose is to ensure that easements provide adequate space for utilities and pedestrian
access. This section also ensures that the easements are located in a manner appropriate to
their zones and development intensities. This is accomplished by ensuring that:

(1) Utility easements are concealed from view of the street where possible and they are
not located where they would hinder the further development of lots over time; and

(2) Pedestrian easements are located for the convenience and safety of pedestrians.

B. Location
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ARTICLE 5 ZONING DISTRICTS AND REQUIREMENTS 

The purpose of the requirements of this Article provide standards for the development of properties 
in a manner compatible with the Comprehensive Plan and zoning standards suitable for development 
and subdivision applications. The Official Zoning Map for Dona Ana County is located in the 
Community Development Department (CDD), which is the final authority on the zoning status of all 
lands within the County. Whenever changes are made to the zoning district boundaries, via approval 
of a zone change, the Zoning Administrator shall amend the Official Zoning Map of Dona Ana 
County. 

5.1 ZONING DISTRICTS 

This Chapter establishes two types of zoning districts: transect zones and use zones. 

5.1.1 Transect Zones 

Transect zones reflect the historic development patterns of Dona Ana County and are 
predominantly mixed uses and compact development. These zoning districts are located and 
map zoned to the existing historic communities and townsites that includes natural and rural 
conditions. 

a. Each zone shall have a distinct character as described below and specific land uses
can be found in Table 5.1 Land Use Classification Matrix: Zoning Districts:

il. N (Natural) Zone consists of lands in or reverting to a natural condition, 
including lands unsuitable for settlement or development due to topography, 
hydrology or vegetation. 

fi2. T2 (Rural) Zone consists of sparsely settled lands in open or cultivated 
conditions. These include bosque, agricultural land and grazing land. Typical 
buildings include single family residential site-built homes and mobile homes, 
farmhouses and agricultural buildings. Thoroughfares are rural in character 
and have no pedestrian facilities. Landscaping is agricultural or that which 
occurs naturally. 

iiiJ. T3 (Neighborhood Edge) Zone consists of low density single-family 
residential dwelling areas, with some mix of uses, home occupations and 
outbuildings. Parkways within thoroughfares and yard plantings shall be 
naturalistic and building setbacks shall be relatively deep. Blocks are large and 
thoroughfare networks irregular. 

w_4. T4 (General Neighborhood) Zone consists of a mix of uses but is primarily 
mixed density residential. It contains a wide range of building types: houses, 
compounds, townhouses, duplexes, small apartment buildings and live-work 
units. Setbacks and landscaping are variable. Thoroughfares with sidewalks 
define medium-sized blocks. 

v2. TS (Town Center) Zone consists of higher density mixed-use buildings that 
accommodate retail, offices, townhouses and apartments. It shall have a tight 
network of thoroughfares with wide sidewalks, regularly spaced street tree 
plantings and buildings set close to the sidewalks. 
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5.1.2 Use Zones 

Use zoning districts are one of several zones that are developed and regulated primarily by 
specific uses and are typically characterized by adjacent or similar development. 

a. Each use zoning district shall permit the following uses as described below and
specific land uses can be found in Table 5.1 Land Use Classification Matrix: Zoning
Districts:

i:1. RS (Rural Density Residential) Zone permits single-family residential site­
built homes, mobile homes and related uses necessary to serve residential 
areas on lots 5 acres or greater. 

if2. RSL (Rural Density Residential - Limited) Zone permits single-family site­
built homes and manufactured homes on lots 5 acres or greater. All 
government land shall be zoned RSL automatically upon transfer to private 
ownership and the CDD shall be responsible for initiating subsequent zoning for 
lands transferred into private ownership. A private owner of such land may request 
the CDD to consider another zoning district. 

ttiJ,. D1 (Low Density Residential) Zone permits single-family site-built homes, 
mobile homes, and related uses necessary to serve residential areas. 

iv.4. D1L (Low Density Residential- Limited) Zone permits single-family site­
built homes and manufactured homes. 

v.2. D2 (Medium Density Residential) Zone permits a mixture of single-family 
site-built homes, mobile homes, duplex residences, and related residential 
support uses. 

vi§.. D2L (Medium Density Residential - Limited) Zone permits a mixture of 
single-family site-built homes, manufactured homes, duplex residences, and 
related residential support uses. 

vii1. D3 (High Density Residential) Zone permits triplex, fourplex, and multiple­
family apartment complexes at a relatively high density of dwelling units per 
acre, and related land uses, with community water and sewer services. Related 
public and quasi-public services and support facilities necessary to serve 
multiple-family uses are permitted. 

viii.8.. DM (Mobile Home Park) Zone permits single-family site-built homes, 
manufactured homes or mobile homes (ground-installed or blocked and 
screened), recreational vehicles and related community services that serve a 
mobile home park. 

ef2. MU (Mixed Use) Zone permits small-scale commercial activities mixed with 
residential uses (site-built structures). Commercial and residential uses are 
allowed within the same structure. It conserves traditional development 
patterns while allowing for infill and development of new uses that are 
compatible in scale and intensity with existing development. 

�do. Cl (Neighborhood Commercial) Zone permits neighborhood commercial 
activities and small-scale freestanding businesses. 
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'l<:ill. C2 (Community Commercial) Zone permits a range of commercial activities 
that serve a community or several communities, and allow larger commercial 
businesses. 

tii12. C3 (Regional Commercial) Zone permits a wide range of regional 
commercial activities generating large amounts of employment and traffic, 
serving a wide region on the County. 

*1:i:i:13. I1 (Light Industrial) Zone permits light-intensity industrial activities that 
serve a community or several communities and are compatible with other 
commercial uses. 

ffll 4. 12 (Medium Industrial) Zone permits medium-intensity industrial activities 
that serve a community or several communities. 

*¥15. 13 (Heavy Industrial) Zone permits heavy-intensity industrial activities 
properly buffered from surrounding communities. 

Table 5.1 Land Use Classification Matrix: Zoning Districts 

LEGEND Legend 

Permitted 
-, 

Conditional Uses, See Table 5.2 
Permitted if .Assessed as .Agriculture for o;;:_
Farm Operations Only 
Special Use Permit 
Retail Uses Not Elsewhere Classified, 
Limited B". Building �ize 

Natural 
Rural 

'" 

-�eighborhood Edge
General Neighborhood
Town Center
Rural Density Residential

,.,,,.,,,., 

Rural Density Residential - Limited

p 

C 

A 

s 

N
-

T2 
T3 
T4 
TS 

IH"'H•�·-·-

RS 
,_1.-

RSL 

Low Density Residential 
.. M .. __ ,,.,,, .. 

Low Density Residential - Limited 

Medium Density Residential 

.!'-'f�.�um Density Residential - Limited

High Density Residential 

Mobile Home Park 
J\IIixed Use 
Neighborhood Commercial 
Community Commercial 
Regional Commercial 
Light Industrial 
Medium Industrial 
Heavy Industrial 

Dl 
D1L 

D2 

D2L 

D3 

DM 
MU 

Cl 
C2 
C3 
·-

11 

12 
I3 

_,.,,_ 

-

Consult Sections 5.1, Table 5.1, 5.2 and 5.3 for additional restrictions on uses. Lots in all zones shall 
conform to Tables 5.4 through 5.17 Site Standards. 

Table 5.1 Land Use Classification ZONING DISTRICTS 

Matrix: Zoning Districts Transect Zones Use Zones 

� � � � ;:;
PRIMARY USE OF PROPERTY N !"l -.to IL) IL) IL) .... .... N N !"l .... N !"l 

z f-4 f-4 f-4 f-4 i:i::: i:i::: 0 0 0 0 0 0 � u u u 
.... N

l
!"l 

..... ..... .....

Civic Space 

Park p p p p p p p p p p p I 
_,, ... ,, .... ··-·''"' ,_ 

Green p p p p p p 
- -·--

Square p p 
·-1---,__ - 1---

Plaza p p 
-· ·---·- � - - --
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Table 5.1 Land Use Classification ZONING DISTRICTS 

Matrix: Zoning Districts Transect Zones Use Zones 

PRIMARY USE OF PROPERTY 
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Table 5.1 Land Use Classification ZONING DISTRICTS 

Matrix: Zoning Districts Transect Zones Use Zones 

..:i ..:i ..:i 
� ;i 

PRIMARY USE OF PROPERTY N .., ""' LO LO LO .... .... N N .., .... N .., 
z f-4 f-4 f-4 f-4 = = Q Q Q Q Q Q � u u u .... N 

- -

Commercial Laundry C p p p p 

Commercial Use Not Elsewhere Classified .s s C p p p p p 

Convenience Store p p p p p p ..... ,, .. , .. ,,_ 

Display Gallery C p p p p p 

Gas Station p p s p p p p p p ... ,, .. ,,- ,�-
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--- -, __ .. 
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Table 5.1 Land Use Classification 
Matrix: Zoning Districts 

PRIMARY USE OF PROPERTY 

.Aqu11ct1ltw;e 

Auction Yard 

Daity and Related Operations 

Feed Lot 

Farming and Ranching 
,. 

Grain S Lomg 

Greenhouse and Nursery, Commercial 

Livestock Pen 

Poultry Raising, Commercial 

Poultry Slaughtering and Processing, 
Commercial 

Research 

Stable, Private 

Stable, Public, Commercial 
,., 

Stockyard or Slaughter House -
Swine Production 

Wine Tasting Room -I-or \Vin1;ry 

Automotive 

Automobile, SUV Repair, Sales or Service 

Automobile Garages, Painting or Auto Body 
Work 
Auto-Related Repair and Service, But Not Auto 
P,1int.lng or Body Work -
RV or Truck Repair, Sales or Service __ , __
Truck Stop 

Gwil--Civic Support 

,-\nimal Hospital, Veterinary Clinic, "1¼fl6 Kennel, 
attd--,-\gricultural Office, and J\Jedical Research 

,.,,,,_n 

Cemetery 

Crematorium 
,_1 ....... , ... , ... 

Funeral Home and Funeral Chapel 

Health Service, Public or Private
,. 

Hospital 

Transect Zones 

z 

-

z 

z 

-

·-

N t"l 

E-t E-t 

s 

s 

A A 

A 

s s 

A A
_,,,,,. ·-· 
s 

"''""'""'' 

p s

p p 

s 

.,, __ , 

s s 

N t"l 

E-t E-t

s s 

s 

s 

NI� 
E-t E-t

p s

s 

·---· _,;...,;., 

s ..... "" 

..,,. U') 

E-t E-t 

A A 

C p 

C 

C p 

• I U') E-t E-t 

p 

C 

I ..,,. U') 

E-t E-t

C 

C 

-·--
C p 

Article 5 Zoning Districts and Requirements 

ZONING DISTRICTS 
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Table 5.1 Land Use Classification 
Matrix: Zoning Districts Transect Zones 

PRIMARY USE OF PROPERTY z 
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5.2 REGULATIONS GENERAL TO ALL ZONES 

5.2.1 Purpose 

The purpose of this section is to provide regulations general to all zones, including the 
classification and regulation of uses in all zones. 

5.2.2 General Use Standards 

Land uses in transect zones and use zones shall be in accordance with Table 5.1 Land Use 
Classification Matrix: Zoning Districts: 

a. Coexistence of Uses. All of the uses permitted by Table 5.1 shall be permitted to
coexist on a property simultaneously within a given zoning category.

b. Special Use Permits. A specific use that is not permitted by right within a zoning
district will require a special use permit (S) per Table 5.1. Landscaping, Buffering,
and 1'encing requirements shall apply per Section 5.7.

c. Conditional Use. A conditional use (C) is permitted with certain conditions limiting
size or intensity per Table 5.2 Conditions for Transect Zones.

Table 5.2 Conditions for Transect Zones 

_,Lodging 
Office 

T4 

... ,�-----

6,000 s . ft .. buildin £ o .rint maximum. 
--- ---------t----�-

12,000 sq. ft. building footprint maximum. 
Retail & Services Alcohol and food service establishments shall 

Institutional 
· :icultural

Automotive 

Civil Su o.rt 

Education 

Industrial 

Accessory to residential only. No exterior 
torag penn.itted. 

30 ark:in s aces maximum. 
Childcare facilities shall have no more than 4 
parking spaces. Elementary school sites shall 
be 5 acres maximum unless playground has 
24-hour shared community access.

-------

20 parlcin spaces maximum. 
_ _______ _,__ 

d. 

e. 

Limited Overlay. Where a "Limited" Overlay (L) is mapped in a zone, the overlay 
restricts additional uses in the zone as follows: 

il. Limited Overlay in any low or medium density residential zone (R5L, D1L 
and D2L) prohibits the use of mobile homes. Allows for site-built homes and 
manufactured homes groundset only. 

Group Homes. Group homes, including all uses meeting the definition of "Group 
Home" in the Fair Housing Act and Federal Housing Amendments Act, shall be 
permitted where a single-family, duplex, triplex, fourplex, or multi-family dwelling 
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use is permitted, and shall obey any zoning restrictions for such a dwelling use. 
Group homes or halfway-houses for prisoners, parolees, juvenile offenders, and 
similar uses shall be approved by the Planning & Zoning Commission (P&Z) as 
special use permits (S). 

f. Travel Trailers and recreational vehicles shall be located in approved mobile home
parks or recreational vehicle parks. Temporary location of mobile homes and
recreational vehicles shall be permitted outside mobile home parks or recreational
vehicle parks under the following conditions:

tl Property owner is constructing or remodeling a residential dwelling unit and 
has obtained a valid building permit, along with a temporary use permit for 
the mobile home or recreational vehicle. Temporary permits are valid for one 
year and may be renewed for an additional year if work is proceeding on the 
site-built home. This exception becomes void 30 days after the house 
receives a certificate of occupancy; or 

ii.2. With a temporary use permit, intended for a period exceeding 7 days. Only 
one travel trailer or recreational vehicle is allowed per property. 

g. Sales on Residential Lots. Garage, yard sales or similar uses are limited to three sales
in one year per street or unit address, and each sale shall be limited to three
consecutive days. For the purpose of this regulation, the address includes unit
number or letter.

h Commercial Vehicle Parking. Commercial vehicles with more than six wheels, and
semi-trucks or semi-trailers cannot park in residential areas except for reasonable
period for loading and unloading. Agricultural vehicles parked on farms (as defined
by the Tax Assessor's records) are exempt from this provision. One semi-truck may
be parked on properties of 3 / 4 acre or larger. Such vehicles may not be parked in the
front yard, forward of the front building line of the residential structure.

1. Adult Bookstores and Adult Entertainment. Adult bookstores and adult
entertainment uses shall be located 1,000 feet from the property line of any church,
school, public park or recreational facility, residential zone, or residential use and
shall require a public hearing by the P&Z.

j. Other Structures. Structures that do not meet the definition of principal buildings or
accessory buildings shall be approved by the Zoning Administrator as long as the
structures are no larger than is reasonably necessary to serve a use allowed on the
property. The determination of what is reasonably necessary shall be based upon
generally accepted standards associated with the proposed use. Any accessory
building with a roof shall not be allowed except where a principal or accessory
building is permitted.

k. Swimming Pools, Hot Tubs and Spas. Open and uncovered swimming pools, hot
tubs, or spas may occupy a setback, provided they are located no closer than 5 feet to
a property line, building, or fence, provided they are surrounded by an approved wall
or fence, at least four feet in height with self-closing devices on the gates. When
approved by the Zoning Administrator, an automatic safety cover meeting ASTM­
F1346 Standard Performance Specifications may be used as an alternative to the
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approved wall or fence to satisfy the requirement for barriers surrounding swimming 
pools. All hot tubs and spas shall have an approved safety cover. 

I. Outside Storage. Outside storage of any materials that total 200 square feet or
greater, shall be enclosed by a 6 foot solid wall or opaque fence on all sides.

5.2.3 Lots, ftflti-Driveways, and Residential Access 

a. Cul-de-Sacs. The width of a lot on a cul-de-sac shall be measured at the minimum
front setback line.

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

Flag Lots. Where permitted, the width of the primary frontage line of a flag property
shall be 25 feet including a driveway.

Odd-Shaped Lots. The Zoning Administrator shall determine the setback and yard
coverage standards for odd-shaped properties.

Driveways. Except as specifically permitted in Tables 5.4 through 5.17, driveways
shall be a minimum 10 feet wide in the private frontage for one-way travel and 20
feet wide for 2-way travel, measured perpendicular to the direction of travel, except
they may have wider unimproved shoulders in N, R and RS Zones. The DRC may
require a wider driveway for reasons of practical difficulty such as fire lanes, queuing
or to accommodate oblique angles. Legal non-conforming lots may be developed
with existing and improved access. Non-residential driveways and parking areas shall
be paved in accordance with Article 6.

Lot Coverage. Lot coverage shall be per Tables 5.4 through 5.17.

All <level pmenl, including the creation of a lot through the claim £ exempci 11
process, shaU n:quirc chat mads linking the development to a County or state­
maintai.ned road shall c mpl)' with the access requirement in Tables 5.19, 6.5. 6.6, and
6.7, unless a lesser width is approved by cbc Zoning
physical hardship and oLhe.r criteria for vRtinnces per ecti n 2. 7 .2 arc mer. 1be
compo ition of road surfaces shall be designed to withstand the amicip:ned l< ading.
Wi<l1h and design m:tr var� dcp ncling upon Lhe use. Drait1age ·,vales and drainage
structw-cs shall be part of the road design.

1. 

2. 

Th Zoning \dministrntor may appro e a  reduction in the required road width 
to nut less than 30 feet of right-of-way or road and utility easement with a 
minimum \l idth of 20 feet of improved roadway if it is determined by a 
professional engineer; that is appr vcd by t·he County Engineer; thal the lesser 
standard is sufficient for the potential traffic based on the potential number of 
le ts ·cn·cd by Lhe right-of-way a.ml allowed uses unclet current zo,ung. 
'lbe Zoning 1\dmmisrrator may a:ppro, e. for residential development 
pr posing no more than on ad<liti rut.I ch clling unit, a rcduct:100 in t.he 
required road widd1 to a minimum Uavcllc<l roadway width of 20 feet, with a 
secnnda.ry outlet or turnaround, app.ro,ed by the J•ii-c Chief. The roa<lway and 
turnaround mar be unimproved but mu ·t be capable of supporting fire 
apparnlus weighing nt least 75.000 pounds. Only one llpproval per parcel every 
u.vc years lllil}' be granted under this subsection. 111e five-year time period shall 
be documented on the approved residential site plan for the cl velopmcnt or 
the claim of exempti( n application. 
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5.2.4 Principal Building, Accessory Building, Setbacks and Building Height 

One principal building shall be built at the primary frontage. Required building placement, 
setbacks and building heights shall conform to Tables 5.4 through 5.17. 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

c. 

ef. 

fg. 

Setbacks, Administrative Adjustment. Setbacks may be adjusted by up to 20% by the 
Zoning Administrator to accommodate specific site conditions and shall meet the 
requirements of an administrative variance per Section 2. 7 .3.

Frontage Buildout. Principal building shall occupy at least the percentage of the 
property width specified in Tables 5.4 through 5.17, measured at the minimum 
setback. 

Fas:ade Area. Fas:ade shall be located entirely within the fas:ade area indicated in 
Tables 5.4 through 5.17. 

Setbacks, Railroad. Rear yard or side yard setbacks abutting railroad tracks shall be a 
minimum of 40 feet unless an earthen berm or other sound barrier is provided along 
the property line adjacent to the railroad tracks. 

Setbacks, Buffer. \Vhenevcr Landscape Buffer Class widths and building setbacks arc 
both in oh·ed in a projec • the.: <lcvelopmcnt shall comply with both re�uitem ms. 

Building Separations. There shall be no less than 6 feet between detached buildings 
on the same lot, measured eave to eave. 

Easement Encroachments. There shall be no permanent structures or obstructions 
located on or over easements without written approval from the entity/party for 
which the easement is provided, and review and approval by the Zoning 
Administrator providing it does not compromise the health, safety and welfare of the 
public. 

5.2.5 Building Arrangement 

a. NMED Standards. In no case shall the lot standards be reduced below the New
Mexico Environment Department standards, if applicable.

b. Outdoor Equipment. All outdoor electrical, plumbing and mechanical equipment
shall be located behind the fai;:ade or concealed from frontage view with a screen or
wall. These facilities shall not encroach into the private frontage.

5.2.6 Parking Standards 

Except where specified otherwise for the zone, the following apply to parking within a 
property in all zones: 

a. Parking for transect zones shall be located on the portion of a property shown in
Tables 5.4 through 5.17.

b. Parking for use zones shall be confined to the portion of the lot outside of setbacks,
except that 1 /3 of the area between the front of the principal building and the
primary frontage line may be occupied by parking. This calculation excludes
driveways.
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Table 5.5 Site Standards: T3 Zone 

Neighborhood EdgL· Zone ('IJ) 

Lot Standards 

i--T--T-·n 
. . 

·.__
_ 

B .

t� j_ �j_-�] 
Street 

2. Other Lot Standards

Article 5 Zoning Districts and Requirements 

Legend: 

- · - Property Line

- - - - Setback Line

1. Lot Size and Density

A Lot Width: 60 feet (min) 

B Lot Depth: not applicable 

1.1 Lot Area: 6,000 square feet (min) 

Accessory Dwelling 1 Accessory dwelling permitted per lot limited to 800--1,250 sq. ft. 

Building Fonn 

C 

,,, 
/ '

/ ' 
/ ' 

"!'.----

2 

1 

Street ot Une Principal Building 

,,, 
/ ' 

/ 
' 

D-, ----'4.

1 

Accessory Building 

3. 

C 

D 

4. 

4.1 

4.2 

Building Height 

Principal Building Height: 2 
stories (max) 

Accessory Building Height: 2 
stories (max) 

Private Frontage 

Private Frontage Type: Common 
yard or Fenced/Walled yard 

Frontage Buildout: not 
applicable 
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c. Institutional, Manufacturing and Industrial Uses. Institutional, manufacturing and
Industrial uses are prohibited unless they are accessory to agricultural use, per Table
5.1 Land Use Classification Matrix: Zoning District.

d. Agricultural Use. Agricultural use is permitted by right per the definition of
agriculture.

e. Agriculture-Related Buildings. Agriculture-related buildings, barns workshops and
sheds shall be a minimum of 50 feet from all adjacent front and rear property lines
and 20 feet from all side property lines, or 100 feet from a public right-of-way,
whichever is greater. Such buildings shall not exceed 40 feet in height.

f. },cce.1sory Builtfu1gs. Ooe lV....ll!..J!.:_ceessory building may be used as a dwellieg= 
AtlditiOftnl s.ceeS!iOt")' buil:tlitlgs canoot be u�1ed as l:iv.ing qt1Mtcrsper TabJe 5.<I. 

5.3.9 Regulations Specific to T3 Zone 

a. Office Use, Area and Location. Building area available for office use on each
property is restricted to 600 square feet within the principal or accessory building.

b. Retail Use, Area. Building area available for retail usc is restricted to buildi-ngs at
eomer locations and may not exceed 2,000 square feet.

c. Retail Use, Food Service. Food service is limited to no more than 600 square feet of
seating area.

d. Institutional, Manufacturing and Industrial Uses. Institutional, manufacturing and
industrial uses are prohibited unless they are accessory to agricultural use.

e. Agricultural Use. Agricultural use is limited to the specific uses in Table 5.1 Land Use
Classification Matrix: Zoning Districts.

5.3.10 Regulations Specific to T4 Zone 

a. Retail Use, Area and Location. Retail use, area and location are limited per Table 5.1

b. Office Use, Area and Location. Building area available for office use on each
property is limited to 2,500 square feet.

c. Agricultural Use. Agricultural use is limited to the specific uses in Table 5.1 Land Use
Classification Matrix: Zoning Districts.

5.3.11 Regulations Specific to TS Zone 

a. Retail Use, Area and Location. Retail uses are not limited in area.

b. Institutional Use. Institutional uses may occupy any building story.

c. Agricultural Use. Agricultural use is limited to the specific uses in Table 5.1 Land Use
Classification Matrix: Zoning Districts.

5.4 REGULATIONS SPECIFIC TO USE ZONES 

The purpose of these regulations of use zones is to maintain compatibility both with certain 
existing forms of development and with the regulations under which they were previously 
permitted. See the specific uses in Table 5.1 Land Use Classification Matrix: Zoning 
Districts. 
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a. Recreational Space. 10% or 20,000 square feet of the total development, whichever is
less, shall be devoted to usable space for recreational activities. Ponding and drainage
areas may contribute to this recreational space.

5.4.8 Regulations Specific to DM Zone 

The DM Zone is primarily for mobile home and recreational vchide ("RV") parks; see 
Section 5.9 for additional standards. 

_a_. __ s. Mobile Homes, Type. Mobile homes shall be equal to or greater than 8 feet 

b. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

h. 

L 

I· 

k. 

in width or 40 feet in length and 11 feet in height. 
Recreational Vehicles, TnJe .. R s include Mmotor home , travel tmilcrs, pick-up 
campers, and tent trailers. 

Site Conditions. If the site accommodates mobile homes, it shall be approve for a: 

i1. Mobile home park with community water and sewer; 

ttZ. Subdivision with community water and sewer; or 

ttiJ. RV park or campground. 

Mobile Home Site. Each mobile home site/ space shall be governed by the site 
standards for the DM Zone in Table 5.11 Site Standards: DM Zone. 

Dwellings, Number�= A minimum of 5 dwellings arc permitted required per mobile 
ho.me or R'/ parl r St'tbdivisiont with a maximum of one dwelling per each space 
allotted for a mobile home or RV. 

Space for a Mobile Home, Area-. -minimum 3,500 square feet, excluding roadways. 

Space for a Mobile Home, Width-, -m:inimu1T1 50 feet. 

Space for a Mobile Home, Depth-. -minimum 70 feet. 

Recreational Spac ·-=- 10% or 20,000 square feet of the total development, whichever 
is less, shall be devoted to usable space for recreational activities. Ponding and 
drainage areas may contribute to recreational space. 

:pace for a R c.reational Vehicle, Area-. -minimwn 1,500 syuare feet having utility 
hook-up or 900 square feet without hook-up , ·xduding roadways. 

'pace for a Rccrcatio1wl Vehicle, Width.,.-.-minimum 10 feet. 

� pace for a Recreational V chicle, Depth:---mini.m.um 40 feet. 

5.4.9 Regulations Specific to MU Zone 

The MU Zone is primarily for mixed land uses. 

a. Additional Uses. The Zoning Administrator may approve other similar uses that are
compatible with those uses listed in Table 5.1 Land Use Classification Matrix:
Zoning Districts.

b. Driveways. Driveways may not exceed 150 feet in length without an approved
turnaround unless reviewed and approved by the County Fire Chief; minimum 25
feet of driveway width for non-dedicated streets or driveways within a property for
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two-way traffic and minimum 20 feet for one-way traffic (measured perpendicular to 
the direction of travel). Driveways shall be paved. 

5.4.10 Regulations Specific to C 1, CZ and C3 Zones 

The C1 Zone is primarily for neighborhood commercial uses. The CZ Zone is primarily for 
community commercial uses. The C3 Zone is primarily for regional commercial uses. 

a. Driveways. Driveways may not exceed 150 feet in length without an approved
turnaround unless reviewed and approved by the County Fire Chief; minimum 25
feet of driveway width for non-dedicated streets or driveways within a lot for two­
way traffic and minimum 20 feet for one-way traffic (measured perpendicular to the
direction of travel). Driveways shall be paved.

5.4.11 Regulations General to I1, 12 and 13 Zones 

The I1, 12 and 13 Zones are primarily for light, medium, and heavy industry, respectively. 

a. The three zones differ in their uses permitted, which are listed separately in Table 5.1
Land Use Classification Matrix: Zoning Districts.

b. Setbacks for loading facilities from railroad tracks or airport taxiways may be reduced
to O feet. Driveways and loading docks shall be paved.

5.5 PARKING AND LOADING LOCATION AND DESIGN 

This regulation ensures parking and loading are located and regulated safely and in a manner 
that supports economic opportunity and pedestrian activity. This is accomplished by 
ensuring off-street parking and loading do not interfere with the spatial enclosure and 
harmony of the public realm, and that on-street loading is located and timed for convenience 
and compatibility with adjacent uses. 

5.5.1 Conformance 

Parking shall comply with Americans with Disabilities Act Standards for Accessible Design 

(ADA SAD), the Federal Highway Administration (FHWJ\)� and the engineering standards 
of this Chapter. 

5.5.2 Parking Access and Location 

The zone shall regulate the location and access. See Sections 5.2, 5.3, 5.4� Mid-5.5, and 
8eetionArticle 6. 

5.5.3 Forward Travel 

Except at alleys and lanes, and for one- or two-family dwellings, vehicles exiting the property 
shall travel in a forward direction. 

5.5.4 Loading Location 

Off-street loading space shall be provided and maintained for every building or part thereof 
occupied by any use requiring the movement of large volumes to or from vehicles. 

a. One space is required for each whole increment of 10,000 square feet occupied by
the use.
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5.6.10 Odors 

The release of materials odorous by nature, or capable of being odorous, either by bacterial 
decomposition or chemical reaction, which renders it perceptible from beyond the zoning 
property, shall be prohibited with the exception of commercial agricultural uses. 

5.6.11 Toxic Substances 

The storage, handling or transport of toxic substances shall comply with the State of New 
Mexico Office of Emergency Management (OEM) rules and regulations, as applicable 
relative to the prevention of water pollution 

5.6.12 Water Pollution 

All uses shall comply with the State of New Mexico and the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) rules and regulations as applicable regarding the prevention of 
water pollution. 

5.6.13 Fire and Explosion Hazards 

Materials that present potential fire and explosive hazards shall be transported, stored and 
used only in conformance with applicable federal, state and local laws and the Doiia Ana 
County Fire Chief (CFC). 

5.6.14 Outdoor Storage 

All outdoor storage for fuel, raw materials and products shall be enclosed by a solid fence, 
wall and/ or plant materials adequate to conceal such facilities from adjacent properties and 
public right-of-way, per Section 5.7. These restrictions do not apply to commercial 
agricultural. 

5.6.15 Drainage 

No use shall adversely affect the natural drainage pattern on its own or any other property. 

5.7 LANDSCAPING, BUFFERING, AND FENCING 

Dotia Ana Coooty .i:s loaned within the Chih.ua:huao De.,ett ccoregioe wi..111 n divcr.5iJy of plant:; and 
wtlelifc adapted to its rn.n�e of climate· th.is guides recp .. Ufcments for land�;capes, buffc£S, and 
reBces.Thc put::posc of Lanclscnpinl{, Huffcri.og, ancl F ncing re4Ltircments� is to con tTibute to the 
ae thetic yuaLit:y of <lc.vclopmenl to provide privacy and security. to enhance the overall quality of 
life in the area. to use acci e landscape feature • and to preserve and mai.utai.n compatibility with the 
Chihuahuan De ert ecorcgion and its diversity of plants and wildlife adapted to its range of climate. 

5.7.1 Applicability 

a. New Developmentt= This section applies to all new commercial, industrial,
�institutional, aftd-multi-family pfOper-ciesuses in olvillg three or more units, t6 
include and all exterior roadway frontages of single family developments, i.e.� 
Specifically, this is the area between the roadway edge and property line or exterior 
walls, whichever is furthest from the roadway. 

161 



Dona Ana County 

b. 

eg. 

Unified Development Code Article 5 Zoning Districts and Requirements 

New Development. nmanneda- ll unmanned <lcvclopmcnL is exempt Crom the 
landscaping requirements of Sccti n 5.7 .4. Ail unmanned dcvclnpmenl with th • 
exccpti n of L'lll<l uses whose core function w ukl be impaire4 shall comply with 
Buffer tequircmcnts of Sections 5.7.13 through 5.7.17. Section 5.7 shall rlot apply to 
Wireles · Cornmunjcation r-acilities. which are regulated under Section 5.13. 

Expansions of Existing Development: This section applies to all commercial, 
industrial, pttelieinstitutional, and multi-family prnpettic:mscs that include a change 
in character, land use, enhu·gcmcn1. extension, or expansi n. If the existing landscape 
area is less than the required landscape area, additional landscaping shall be provided 
according to this section. 

Discontinued or Abandoned D velopmcnt: T11is section appli.e tC> all comm rcial, 
indu trial institutional ancl multi-family u. cs of three or more units discontinued or 
aband n d for a period f ne year or more, per Section 2.9.9. 

=c,__. __ Exceptions: 

il. The following propertiesuses: single-family residential or duplex, community 
garden, Mttl-farming and ranching; 

ttZ. Existing development not being expanded; and; 

iiiJ_. Existing landscaping, if developed in compliance with zoning requirements in 
effect prior to the enactment of this chapter. 

5.7.2 Landscape Plan Requirements 

A Landscape Plan shall be submitted with an application for building permits, site plans, and 
subdivisions, including: 

a. Ret1uired clearances, l caci os of all proposed ir ·igation, plantia-gs, ground cove.t, any
required buffers, and other landscape treatments including water harvesting and
hardscape, with dimensions noted. The plan shall include a graphic scale, a written
scale, and a north arrow. 

b. Proposed irrigation shall indicate the water source with static pressure, type and size
of system, and equipment. Irrigation shall be noted as permanent or temporary.

il. Permanent System: Plan shall indicate an underground system of adequate 
sizing to properly irrigate landscape. This shall include a reduced pressure 
backflow preventer with a locking enclosure and insulation or heating, valves, 
piping, drip emitters, heads, and a multi-program controller. 

ttZ. Temporary System: Plan shall indicate a method to establish seeding and low 
water-use plants. This shall include an underground or on-grade system, a 
water truck, or a time-release water supplement. Temporary systems shall be 
removed within 2 years of the landscape completion date. 
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5.7.3 Plant Preservation Credit 

Existing tree: an<l plants may be applied toward:- landscaping rcliuirements as follows: 

a. General Requirements:

il. Possess a live plant cover, including a full canopy and roots, not overly 
pruned to compromise vigor or the typical form for their species, and 
determined as such by CDD or county extension agent; 

ii:2. Provide a plan for temporary, protective fencing beyond their root zone(s) 
and temporary irrigation to protect plants during construction, prior to 
landscape installation; 

iii}. Can meet up to 50% of landscape requirements; 

iv1. Invasive species as listed in New Mexico Department of Agriculture or other 
USDA lists, may not be used towards any plant preservation credits, and; 

v.5_. Credit shall be issued for trees and plants preserved upon substantial 
completion of project and landscaping. 

b. Preserved Areas in a Natural Condition.

il. Consists of areas in their natural condition including post-developed sites, 
which have returned to their pre-developed condition, with no less than 50 
percent native plants. 

ii:2. An area of natural condition meets the landscape area requirement at a ratio 
of 1 to 1. 

c. Preserved Plants.

il. An established tree or other plant existing on a property, except invasive 
species. 

ii:2. Existing trees meet the tree quantity requirement at a ratio of 1 tree per 3 
inches caliper to a maximum of 9 inches caliper per existing tree. Existing 
canopy area meets the live plant cover requirement at a ratio of 1 to 1. 

iii}. Other existing plants meet the shrub and other plant quantity requirement at 
a ratio of 1 plant per square foot of live plant cover to a maximum of 10 
square feet per existing plant. Existing live plant cover meets the live plant 
cover requirement at a ratio of 1 to 1. 

5.7.4 Landscaping, Required Areas 

a. The landscaped area shall be void of any impermeable obstruction to planting,
except where hardscape and other features are proposed.

b. Non-Industrial Uses: Required landscape areas shall be landscaped in accordance
with this section: 

il. Inside the Property Line:= The minimum landscape area is calculated by 
using the entire properry area, square font11-ge less the building area, 
multiplied by 15%, less plant preservation credit. 
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Within the Public l�hr-of-Way per 5.7.6�- The cnrir square footage of the 
planter shall be landscaped per Tables 6.9, 6.10. and 6.1 l. 

All Vehicular Use Area per Section 5.7.7. 

Within the Publ:i:e---R:ight of Way. The entire ,ltji..Ht:re footage of the planter 
:�hft:U be la.ndsesr,ed per THbk:; 6.9, 6.10. anti 6.1 h 1\11y Buffet per L ections 
5.7.13 through 5.7.17. 

] ndu trial sc : Required landscape areas shall be la.ndscaped in accordance with this 
section, divided as follows: 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

Insitle the Property Line. The minimum b.ndscapc area is calculated by using 
the streer view area, multiplied by 25%, minus the plant preservation credit. 

WiLhin the Public Right-of-Way per 5.7.6. The entire square footage of the 
planccr shall be landscaped per Tables 6.9, 6.10, and 6.11. 

Any Vehicular Use Area per Section 5.7.7. 

Any Buffer, including frontage buffers, per Sections 5.7.13 t:hrot1gh 5.7.17. 

eg. Provided Landscape Area: Any plantable area not left as natural cover, excluding 
features such as golf courses, parks, recreational areas, community gardens, and un­
landscaped areas covered in mulch. Due to variations in site design, the provided 
landscape area could be larger than required. The same standards shall apply to the 
entire area. 

5. 7 .5 Landscaping, Required Treatments

a. All proposed landscaping shall provide active landscape features.

b. General Landscape Type. Landscaping shall consist of liviflg-live trees and other
plants, ground eover, andan irrigation system supporting all plants, and ground
cover.

u. 

2. 

Plants shall be distributed i:hcougbout the R quited Landscaping J.\ ·ca. 

If plants in the Reijuircu La.nc.lscaping _\.rea meet l .ivc Plant C ver 
requirements, any extrn plants ma. be applied towards Buffer Class 
.requirements per Sections 5.7.13 th.rough 5.7.17. 

=·'-· __ For e.xccption!i Landscaping shall compl� with all ac.lcUuonal requirements >r 
alternatives to general landscape landscaping requirements, 5ee-�Sections 
5.7.6s through 5.7.7, and 5.7.13 through 5.7.17. 

Landscaping may includeFef plant substitutions allowing design flexibility, 
per� Table 5.20. 

c. Minimum Live Plant Cover: Live trees and other plants combined shall cover a
minimum of 25% of the provided landscape area at maturity, see area column of
Appendix X.

d. Trees: A minimum of 1 live tree shall be provided for every 1,000 sq. ft. of landscape
area at a minimum size combination of 15 gallon and/ or 5 foot height with a 2 foot
canopy width.
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e. Other Plants: A minimum of� 1.Q_live plants shall be provided for every 1,000
square feet of landscape area, at a minimum size of 5 gallon.

f. Ponding Areas shall meet requirements of Section 6.5 and Section 5.7.

g. Low water-use trees and other plants shall be used in a minimum of 50% of
provided live plant cover, per Appendix X.

h. High water-use plants shall not be counted towards any required landscaping per
Appendix X.

1. Artificial or other non-living plants including synthetic lawns and turf, shall not be
counted for any required landscaping.

J· Prohibited or not-recommended plants shall not be counted towards any required
landscaping, per Appendix Y. Prohibited plants shall not be added to any provided
landscape area.

k. Ground Cover: .\ny combfftfttion of mulch, sccc.ling, Of tw:f, but shttl:l not include
asphalt, concfete, of bare soil. Ground cover is required in all areas of provided
landscaping not covered by plants.

i1. Inorganic Mulch� Mulches shall be a minimum depth of 2 inches. On 
slopes 5:1 or greater, mulches shall be sized 2 inches in diameter or larger, at 
a depth allowing no visible bare soil or weed fabric. 

ii:2. 

3. 

Organic Mulch� Mulches shall be a minimum depth of 3 inches. On slopes 
5:1 or greater, organic mulch is not permitted. 

Low Plants-!- Plants that usually mature at a maximum height of 30 inche 
but can spread to a greater width than their hcighr, which arc installed at a 
lose spacing to form a dense cover. 

Seeding=:= A technique which disperses seeds and results in germination of 
live plants, including grasses and wildflowers. Multiple applications of 
seeding shall provide a minimum of 25 percent cover within 2 years of the 
landscape completion date. On slopes ·J5.:1 or greater, seeding is not 
permitted. 

Tur£"':::: A surface layer of soil, grass, and its roots bound into a mat. On 
slopes 6:1 or greater, turf is not permitted. 

1. Plastic is prohibited under any mulch, between plants, or as a covering to bare soil

· m. Required Clearances. Landscape features and plantings at maturity shall not interfere
with critical distances to infrastructure and other site features:

il. Clear Sight Triangle: Trees and other plants within a clear sight triangle per
Section 6.2.3 shall be free of foliage from 30 inches to 8 feet in height above
the roadway.

ii:2. Overhead Utilities or Lines: Trees shall not be located underneath utilities or 
lines, except species known to mature under 12 feet in height. 

iiiJ,. Underground Utilities or Lines: Trees shall not be located within 3 feet of 
any underground utilities. 
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iv.4. Fireplugs or Fire Hydrants: Trees shall not be located within 8 feet of 
fireplugs or hydrants. Other plants shall be located so mature canopies are a 
minimum of S feet from fireplugs or hydrants. 

v_2. Street Light Poles or Fixtures: Trees shall be located so mature canopies do 
not contact poles or fixtures, and trunks shall be a minimum of 10 feet from 
poles or fixtures. Other plants shall be located so mature canopies are a 
minimum of 3 feet from poles or fixtures. 

vt.Q. Drainage Structures, Underground and Above-Ground Utility Boxes, Poles, 
and Vaults: Trees and other plants shall be located so mature canopies are a 
minimum of 3 feet from the structure. 

vii1. Planting Area Sizing, Trees: An unpaved area with a minimum of 36 square 
feet and no dimension less than 4 feet shall be provided for each tree. Tree 
trunks require a minimum of 6 feet clearance from buildings, fences, walls, 
and parkways. 

viii-8. Planting Area Sizing, Other Plants: An unpaved area sized to accommodate 
plantings at maturity. Mature canopy of other plants shall not extend beyond 
planting area. 

f:}f2. Overhead Structures and Canopies: Provided landscape area shall not be 
located beneath the structure. Trees shall be located so mature canopies do 
not contact the structure. 

5.7.6 Landscape, Public Right-of-Way 

a. 

b. 

e. 

Trees in parkways shall have a size combination of no less than 24 inch box, 1-1/2 
inch caliper, ffldfor 6 foot height with a 2 foot canopy width at installation time. 
Trees shall not be spaced closer than their mature canopy widths,.,_ttSifig-They may 
use even or uneven groupings and spacing. 

Turf, regardless of irrigation method, is prohibited in this area. 

LiYe Plant CCY,"CE a m:i.nimu111 of SOtl<'o ef-ptt,vidcd !andscapc 8..l'ca. 

5.7.7 Landscape, Vehicular Use Areas 

These requirements shall apply to parking lots, driveways, and loading areas eonta.ining 
gfc1\Lcf tlmn 10 space:; in s. lfflC zooe and 25 :-ipscc,; io a t.raoJee£ :zmoe: 

a. [ ltdicate the V cbtcular L sc .\rea. boundary on the plun, extending a minimum of
�fi feel be>•ond the parking loL, clri eway. and loading area perimeter.

_b_. __ 1\ minimum of 1 live tree per 5 parking spaces, evenly distributed.

c. 

e.d. 

df. 

over� 25% minimum of prm•1ded landscape area within vehicular use 
area, not including tree cover. 

All paved surfaces shall drain into landscape areas unless subsurface conditions do 
not support infiltration. 

Trees shall have a size combination of no less than 24 inch box, 1-1/2 inch caliper, 
and/ or 6 foot height with a 2 foot canopy width at installation time. 

Turf, regardless of irrigation method, is prohibited in this area. 
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5.7.8 Plant Substitutions 

Plant size and quantiLics nuy be substituted based on the equivalencics listed in Table 5.20 
Plant Substitutions. 

Table 5.20. Plant Substitutions 

� 

�U.ncb box 1-1 /2 inch caliper. and/or 

1------+-=lL�..fu.9!.1¥tigµt with a 2 foo canom
1 Tree or Other Plant: 2 

15 gallon and/ a...5 foot height with 

1 

5.7.82. Plant List. 

Tht: el'Hf'lhas-is ifl all plaut.� be.11' suite� fur l'.Ae a� id ceemtie;m; iUH.l tt:IHfH!l'1tHtte nmge m MK 
Gluhmhuaa D@!!cf't:. Refer to Appendix X for recommended tree and plant species for use in 
landscaping. The errn�hasi ·.is on plants best suited for the arid condiciQJl.S..and temperature 
range in the Chihuahuan Desert. 

a. 

b. 

Bold type a±gnifies s th1:ti-re plant in Dona Aaa Councy. 

Plaat List Headings: 

1. 

11. 

lli. 

tv. 

'•'I. 

Commoa aame: locally used aame; 

Botan:ical aame: scieatific aame; 

Height: 1tve1:agc rru1ture elttlOf'Y bei� 

Width: ftverage trutl:l:U'C canopy widt:b, ilia:meter, or :,pYca� 

Al'.ca: average Hea of mature e�tnopy .,vidth; 

Edible: a plant \vitb frwL or foliage used for food; and, 

\"ii-. ----\,'.x�'4!\tl'f'e4'1'4L--'-1 (Qflc�z ... ow=fll-Peu...: +', '--· ""'t)""'P"ieP<RH) ...... \�"/8:�t;.pe .... 1· -f'fP<CqPl-ltttr�·ff',eP-1:A�)>PC-AA+I -F<f°{F¥)1'-b>1"fll-l"d""'SP-CS!Hf"l-l)U3-R-0g'-lO'>tfl:We""'e 
es�hcd in afl ecoi•cgion pCf F1gmc 5 1. ,:\stcrisks i:adi:e1tte the applicable 
region (* vaYey, -tt foothill�, ti'� viillcy a.ad foorh-ill:�. 
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Figttte 5 1. Eeofegioft Watef Use Zones

Table S.29. :Plant Suhstimtieas 

n 

"'"':, 

,t. 

1---,_,_,_ 
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�
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� l� . I, tli l' , itltt errpcr, 1eAt I ar 
• j "' r .. - -- -1:-1 

"!°l'ee eir Gttiet ;µ.j.g� 

4 5 gallon .uuVat It S foot height � 
.., r ---

�ee E"lf Gi:h@f PlaA-t. 
C' .11 
- ,-,-

-

5.7.910 Plants, Prohibited or Not Recommended 

.. C' --

Article 5 Zoning Districts and Requirements 

Map Ci:edits: 

Legend 
Ecoregion / Water Use Zone 

•Valley

•Upland

•Foothill
C:J Jurisdiction
-Rio Grande 

-Road

Origi.nal Level IV data by US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
Modified by David Cristiani, Doiia Ana 
County, NM[! /15/2016) 

....,. . 
-� .

11 I"' 11 . 11 
- . 

� & � 

&/,ft � 9 

4# f!Et'ft � 

Refer to Appendix Y for plants prohibited or not recommended for use in landscaping. 

5. 7.Wll Landscape, Installation 

Landscaping shall be installed per the approved plan prior to the issuance of a Certificate of 
Occupancy by Building Services. Modifications to approved plans shall be submitted to 
CDD and be in compliance with this chapter. 
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5.7.-H-12 Landscape, Maintenance 

The landscape shall be maintained in a live, weed-free, and litter-free condition. All 
landscaping shall be maintained to not interfere with required clearances nor constitute a 
traffic hazard per Section 6.2.3. The following requirements apply to the pttblic ri-ght of way: 

a. Dead plants shall be removed and replaced in compliance with this Chapter, within
6G-tlays afrer notificati:on from the 7oning AdtUfili::;tnto1·.

b. Tree maintenance:

il. Right to Remov -...: The County may order� or cause to be removed, all or 
part of any tree in an unsafe condition, interfering with infrastructure, or 
infected with insects, disease, or other pests. 

ii2. Tree Topping Prohibited� It is unlawful to top any tree or otherwise 
remove atttlfor disfigure the normal canopy of any tree. Trees severely 
damaged by storms or other causes, under utility wires or other obstructions, 
or where pruning is impractical are exempt. 

iii,2. Palm and Yucca Foliage Removal Prohibited� Removal of dead foliage 
skirts on !!_trunk below a.Jive crown is not permitted. Pruning for safety 
issues, insect swarms, or dead flower and fruit stalks are-is exempt. 

iv1:. Overhanging Treesf= A tree overhanging a right-of-way shall be pruned to 
not obstruct street light illumination or the view in any intersection and clear 
sight triangle per Section 6.2.3. 

c. Other plant maintenance requirements:

All plants shall have natural forms retained during pruning or trimming, and 
to not obstruct the view in any intersection and clear sight triangle per 
Section 6.2.3. 

ii2. Shaping ancl beadtng back of pla:0ts itt1ot permitted. 

tttlir.-.--Skinning and heading back of accent plant foliage is not permitted. 

d. Irrigation maintenance requirements:

5.7.�13 

il. Leaks shall be repaired. 

ii2. Drip Emitters and Heads: Maintenance is required to optimize water flow to 
plants. 

iiiJ. Controller settings including seasonal adjustments are required for proper 
timing and application of irrigation. 

Buffer, General 

Buffering mitigates incompatibility between adjacent land uses, as required in Table 5.21. 
The buffer shall be included in the Landscape Plan in Section 5.7.2. 

a. Plants required in each Buffer Class per 5. 7. 17 can inclu<lc plants Crom required
landscaping tr�tmet1ts per 5.7.5, p.rov:i<led Buffer Class rcqwrcmcnts arc met; if
those requirement· arc not met, additional plant shall be included to meet Buffer
requirements.
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5.7.H14 Buffer, Location 

Buffers shall be placed immediately inside the property line, with the following exceptions: 

a.. The Zoning Admini�trator may appro e an alternate Bulfer location or las� fu.r-!f 
efle-any of the following teasonsis determined: 

b. 

5.7.+415 

1. 

11. 

111. 

lV. 

The site is impractical due to terrain, visibility, or public safety; & 

The buffet is set baddt is necessary to avoid overshadowing or impinging on 
solar access and light for a neighboring property; & 

It is necessary to remain clear of an easement�; et' 

lL is nece sary to avoid a physical hardship to tl1c �tpplicant rc. ulting &om a 
stricl enforcement of this Chapter and which significantly outwcighs the 
potential impac to surrounding properties: or7 

The 1themate locatioa shall not be Rf'pro¥Cd unless the DRC Of' the Zoning 
Atlmini.st.rator <let:et'ffl±l:1ei1 the following: 

:£J:. An alternate buffer location buJfe£ of for a residential fa.nd us can be 
accomplished at least as well as with the required locationTftfl(1

.,. 

u. Complica ·,·vith the buffering requirements of Tftble 5.21.

Buffer, ConstructionComposition 

Buffer· shall consist of vegetation an<l a combination of other treatments. 

a. Required Buffer vegetation shall meet landscaping requirements of this Chapter.
plus:� 

b. 

5.7.B16 

i. 

11. 

MftlU:l'C tree canopies shall ftftHwefiMHJ:g the property line. Treeli trunks shall 
be located .o matur canopi · do not overhang the pc perry line, except into 
a right-of-way whcttrc safety is not affecLcd. 

Tree trunks shall be located a minimum of no less than 6 feet from the 
property line. 

111=. __ .Matutc shrub Shrubs and other plants shall be located so mature canopies are 
a minimum of shall be no less than 2 feet from the property line. 

Buffer treatments shall-may consist of any combination of the following: 

aJ. Berms eaH--may be of appropriate earth or soil, or in combination with a 
retaining wall, and cannot exceed 1 foot of rise for every 5 feet of linear 
distance (5:1 slope). 

Bi!. Walls eaH--shall be solid using opaque materials� aftd-while fences eaH--may be 
open, using screening materials. 

Buffer Types 

One of the following buffer types may be required based on the degree of separation 
necessary between land uses: 
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a. Buffer, Solid Wall Requiredt A solid wall or fence 6-8 feet high shall be constructed
between the following uses and residential land uses: pa.rking for 10 or more vehicles;
loading zones; outdoor storage of vehicles and equipment; outdoor work yards;
outdoor seating or entertainment space; heavy industrial or other similar uses as
determined by the Zoning Administrator.

1. The height of the wall shall be reduced or set back at a driveway or alley so as
not to impinge on any clear sight triangle.

u. If the wall plus retaining wall have an effective height of over 8 feet on the
adjacent property, the Zoning Administrator shall determine the acceptable
height.

b Buffer, Landscaping Required� Landscape buffer assemblies of the classes in Section 
5.7.16 shall be required as specified in Table 5.21. 

5.7.-1-617 Buffer, Landscape Buffer Classes 

Whenever Lan<l. cape Buffer la .. widths and building etbacks arc both involved in a 
project, the development shall comply with both requjrcrncnt ·. 

a. Buffer Class 1: Open Screen-c_ Shall have a width of 12 feet, composed of
intermittent visual obstructions from the ground to a height of 15 feet, with a-:--l:,-ive
plaat cover: l°'1 minimum of 25% of prnvidcd bu ffe.r a:rcavi.o;uaJ obstruction along
buffer length. See Figure 5-�U-

Figure 5-21. Buffer Class 1: Open Screen Illustration 

Suggested planting patterns: 

*Minimum 25% Visual Obstruction (both illustrations) -wall
• 

-·

*Minimum 25% Live Plant Coverage (both illustrations)

* Based oa specific area ealeulatioas
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b. Buffer Class 2: Semi-Opaque Screen-::::: Shall have a width of 12 feet, composed of a
screen that is opaque from the ground to a minimum height of 3 feet using a solid
wall or fence, with intermittent visual obstructions to a height of 20 feet, with a
minimum of 50% visual obstruction :tlon� buffer length. UYC pla:nt cov<� ii
minimum of 50°<, of p1·0·,iclecl buffn area. See Figure 5_.;z.

Figure 5-12. Buffer Class 2: Semi-Opaque Screen Illustration 

Suggested planting patterns: 

*Minimum 50% Visual Obstniction (both illustrations)

*Minimum 50% Live Plant Cover-.age (both illustrations)

* Based on specific area calculations

l 
b 
N 

J;; 

j r "-==I""· 

��
n
� .. 11!!!!..!::..�lill!L------�...:!::�!l...--

.,___ ___ Wall 
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c. Buffer Class 3: Opaque Screen-.:= Shall have a width of 20 feet, composed of a screen
that is opaque from the ground to a minimum height of 6 feet using a solid wall or
fence, with intermittent visual openings obstructions to a height of 20 feet, with a
minimum of 75% vi ual obsLruction along buffer lcn�tb. Ll've plant- cove1·:--A:
minimllffl ef 751!.'o of prov.i:ded buffer ttrea. See Figure 5-4.3..

Figure 5-4J. Buffer Class 3: Opaque Screen Illustration 

Suggested planting patterns: 

*Minimum 75% Visual Obstruction (both illustrations) �---Wall 

*Minimum 75% Live Plant Coverage (both illustrations)

* Based oft specific al'ea calculati:om
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Table 5.21. Buffer Class Requirements 

New Use 

Adjacent 

!J 
...:I ...:I ...:I 

Use 

f! 
II') .-I 

...:I � :i:: Q Q 

;�
...... ...... ...... ...... ...... ...... 

� ;> II') N (If') � II') .-I N ff') .-I N ff') = � � f-4 � Q Q Q Q � u u u 
.-I N 

.... .... 

Right-of-
1 lz 2 

� 
, .• , ..... �, 

NLAJ!.L 
Vacant 

_,, ... , ... , 

R5/R5L 1 1 1 2 3 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 

T2 1 1 1 2 3 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 
�"u"'"'" 

T3/L fl 1 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 

T4/M 2 2 1 1 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 

T5/H 3 3 1 1 1 2 2 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 
--

D1/D1L 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 
,,,,_ -·, ..... 

D2/D2L 1 1 1 1 2 1 1 2 2 2 2 3 3 3 3 3 
--

D3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 2 1 ;;z 3 3 3 3 
"'""'""- -- , ,.,._ 

DM 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 2 1 3 3 3 3 3 
-- ., ... ,_ ·- --

MU 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 3 3 3 3 

Cl 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 1 1 1 3 3 3 3 

C2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 JZ 3 1 1 1 ;;z ;;z ;;z ;;z 
H"•--UMU_,, .,, .. ,_� 

C3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 ;;z 1 1 1 1 

11 1 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 ;;z 1 1 1 1 
-- --·--· """� - -·- ,_ 

12 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 ;;z 1 1 1 1 
""'" ·-·--- -

13 2 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 3 ;;z 1 1 1 1 
l - --

Legend: Number indicates the buffer class required per Section 5. 7 .16 

Walls or Fences, Location 

Walls and Fencing shall be located on the property as follows and per Figure 5-5: 

a. Wall or fence locations are described by the following:

1. "at the primary frontage" shall be one located between the line of the
primary fac;:ade and the primary frontage property line.

11. "at the secondary frontage" shall be one located between the secondary
fac;:ade and the secondary frontage line and along the rear property line
between the secondary frontage and any accessory building.
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ill. "at the frontage" is a fence at the primary frontage or a fence at the 
secondary frontage. 

1v. "at the side lot line" shall be one near the side property line and includes any 
returns to the elevation of a building on the property. 

v. "at the rear lot line" or "at the rear lane" shall be one that extends along the
rear of the property but is not a fence at the secondary frontage.

b. No fence shall extend beyond a property line and no fence shall impinge in a clear
sight triangle.

c. Fences between properties shall be built up to but not over the property line.

d. Fences at rear lanes/ alleys shall not extend into the setback for accessory buildings.

e. Where an alley or service lane exists, the lots abutting the alley may erect a solid wall
or fence.

Figure 5-5. Wall or Fence Locations 

Locations 

..... 

CJ.) 
CJ.) 
.... 
..... 

V\ 

Street 

Alley 

----

Wall or Fence at the 
Primary Frontage 

Wall or Fence at the 
Secondary Frontage 

- ------,-

-·--·--

• •••••• • •  

Wall or Fence at a 
Side Lot Line 

Wall or Fence at the 
Rear Lot Line or on 
an alley 

5.7.+819 Wall or Fence, Height. Wall and fence heights shall have minimum and maximum 
heights per Table 5.22 and shall be measured: 

a. To the highest point of the wall, the top rail of a fence or to the top of a standard
picket.
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b. A primary or secondary frontage is measured from sidewalk grade where sidewalks
are present or the adjacent grade of the right-of-way.

c. Between properties from the adjacent yard's grade.

d. Along a rear lane from the grade of the rear lane.

Table 5.22. Wall or Fence Height (feet) 

...:l 
IE) 

Wall or Fence Location � � 
......... r-4 

N U') ......... 

z r-4 � ...:l 

Pr.itrutry Frontage L L 3-3.5

Secondary Frontage L L 3-5

Side Lot Line L L 5-6
'" 

Rear Lot Line L lL 5-6

Wall or Fence Location 
� � � N 

Cl � u u 

3-5 3-5 4-5 4-5

...:l ...:l 
� N 

-.:t' U') Cl Cl 
r-4 r-4 ......... ......... 
......... ......... � N 

� ::c: Cl Cl 

3-4 3-4 3-3.5 3-4
3-5 3-5 3-5 3-5
5-6 5-6 5-6 5-6
5-6 5-6 5-6 5-6

� 
u 

� N � 
1-4 1-4 1-4 

4-5 4-8 4-8 4-8 I cimary Frontage --·--
Secoodar�1 Frontage 3-5 3-5 3-5 3-5 3-5 4-8 4-8 4-8

Side Lot Line 5-6 5-6 5-6 5-6 5-6 5-8 5-8 5-8 
,.,, .. ,, .. ,,, "" 

--
Rear Lot Line 5-6 5-6 5-6 5-6 5-6 5-8 5-8 5-8

Legend 

As required for livestock L 

5.7.-1-920 Wall or Fence, Type 

Major wall and fence types are described in Table 5.24. They are permitted in land uses per 
Table 5.23. 

Table 5.23. Wall or Fence Type, Zones 

Wall or Fence Location 
N 

z r-4 

Wall: SolidMasonry Of Cast in 
p 

Phtee - """"'" �""""""-

Fence: �'ood of MetalV ertical 
p 

Picket (ffiitei, �ettieitb) 
'" 

Fence: �'ood of MetalHorizontal 
p 

Rail, Ranch, or Rail 
Fence: Wsed Pole p p 

Fence:Wire p p 

...:l 
U') 

= 
......... 
U') 

= 

p 

p 

p 

p 
p 

� -.:t' U') 

r-4 r-4 r-4 
......... 

......... ......... 

...:l � ::c: 

p p p 

p p p 
->- -

p 

p 
p 

-- -

� ...:l I 
� N 

Cl Cl 
......... ......... 

� � � N � � N � 
Cl Cl Cl Cl � u u u 

� N � 
1-4 1-4 

p p p p p p p p p p p 

p p p p p p p p p p p 
-

p 
--

p 
p

..._.__,, -
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Fence: Open Fa c Cunc.rete Block I I P I P I PT' I I P I 
Legend 

Permitted p 

5.7.�21 Wall and Fence Design 

The general design of walls and fences is shown in Table 5.24. Wall and fence design shall 
meet the following requirements: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

e. 

f. 

g. 

Walls: Reinforcement including rebar shall be incorporated into all walls including 
pilasters of the size and spacing per building codes. 

Fencing: Supporting members and posts of a fence shall be on the inside of fence 
(toward the property interior), the smooth or flat faces on the outside. If two faces 
are used, each face shall be of the same type and finish. 

Wood frontage fences shall be painted or stained. 

Cruti.o link fencing is permitted only itt rear pt:operty lines, ft:ileys, ltftd :ttde p-l:'e>perty 
lines. Cflftttl link fenciflg shall be painted in dark ee:lors. 

Chain link fencing shall not. be pefffiittc<l on s:fly .:;tfcet froatftge. 

Barbed wire fencing sltaH-�not be permitted only on any lot except in 6ft 

agricultural f).fOpel'l'ies 1t0d in industr.isl �ones and1 r pc.rues, industrial zones, and in 
legal confonning industrial uses. Barbed wire fencing is permit red onl> in agricultural 
and industrial uses . 

. All}' fencing or walls used to enclose an Industrial use shall not enclose the Street 
View Area. 

Table 5.24. Wall or Fence Types, Illustrated 

Wall or Fence type 

1. Wall: Solid (masonry or
cast-in-place)

General Design 
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Table 5.24. Wall or Fence Types, Illustrated 

Wall or Fence type 

2a. Fence: Vertical Picket 
(wood or metal, with 
CMU, rock, or adobe 
pilasters) 

26. Fence: Vertical Picket
(wood or metal, with
wood or metal pilasters)

2c. Fence: Vertical Picket 
(wood or metal) 

til3a. Fence: Slat' 
Horizontal Rail (mebl--1-
w od or metal--'\lfflOO-) 

General Design 

i-

I..\. 

Article 5 Zoning Districts and Requirements 
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Table 5.24. Wall or Fence Types, Illustrated 

Wall or Fence type 

3h_. Fence: Ranch or Rail 
(wood or metal sections) 

4. Fence: Pole (wood
latilla/ coyote. metal, or
ocotillo)

5. Fence: Wire (metal, chain
link, or welded-wire
mesh)

General Design 

�11111 (. 
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g. Mounting hardware. Mounting hardware, such as supports and brackets, may be
simple and unobtrusive or highly decorative, but shall complement the design of the
sign, the building, or both.

h. Encroachment. No sign may encroach beyond the property line except as specifically
allowed for the type of sign in Sections 5.8.9.

5.8.7 Signs Allowed by Zone or Community Type 

The following types of signs are allowed in all zones and community types: signs required by 
law, signs not visible from a street, signs on vehicles, and temporary signs. All other signs are 
allowed as indicated in Table 5.25. 

Table 5.25. Signs Allowed by Zone or Community Type 

Sign Types 

z 

Awning Sign 

Band Sign 

Blade Sign 
-

Marquee Sign 

Monument Sign 

Outdoor Display Case 
'"!-t'"!'" 

Sidewalk Sign 

Shingle Sign 

Window Sign 

Yard Sign p 

Billboard 
.. ,,, 

Pole Sign 

LEGEND 

Allowed 

Allowed for business 
--

Conditional �er 5.8.9.l 

N 

f-4 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

B 

p 

� 
ll'l 

= 

ll'l 

= 

B 

B 

p 

� 
......... 
!'t') 

r-4 

B 
. ,_ .... 

! 

! 

+-· 
l 

B 

p 
-

Alle'\\.'e6 fel' b1:1siaess �- ftfl .'..'. .. �}'.,'._e,,•ef'htr 
--

� � 

� 
.-4 N 

:I: A A 
......... ......... ......... ......... 
-.:to ll'l .-4 N 

r-4 r-4 A A 

B B 

B B 

B B 

GB B 

GB p 

B B 
........... -i. 

GB B 

B B 

B B 

p p p p 
-.,-,, 

GB p 

p 

B 

C 
GB 

� 0 !'t') .-4 N 

A A � u u 

B B B 
-

B B B 

B B B 

B B B 
-, 

p p p p 
.l-1-

B B B 

B 

B B B 

p p p B B 

E p p 

!'t') 

u 

B 

B 
-

B 

B 

p 

B 

B 

C 

p 

.-4 � 

j ;_._ .. 

B 

p 

""'"'' 

B 

C 

p 

N � � 

B B 

--

p p 

,___ 
B 

B B 
·--··--

C C 

p p 

,.,, . ._ 
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Billboard 

Description: A large outdoor Controlled access highways-; 
sign typically designed to be Format A and aadit:ieftally major arterials 
read from a moving vehicle. li't ±:2:fR_�efte e&v 

Controlled access highways-; 
FormatB and Bt'.!d:t1:te1¼allj-major arterials 

ia Ef R:: �efte ealy 
FormatC Controlled access highways 

No less than 1,000 feet on 

Minimum Spacing (all formats) 
limited access highways, 
including those in other 
jurisdictions 
45 feet from ground but no 

Height (all formats) more than 30 feet above the 
roadway grade level. 

a. Format. The allowed dimensions of a billboard face not including frame, are below.
Where billboards vary from these formats, they will be deemed to be in the next size
larger but shall not exceed Format C.

Billboard Face Format 

Format A 

Format B 

Format C 

Cutouts 

b. 

12 feet wide, 6 feet in height (72 square feet) 

Larger than Format A; up to 24 feet wide, 12 feet in height (288 
---+-s_,_u�u:e �'C)

Larger than Format B; up to 48 feet wide, 14 feet in height (672 
s uar� fe t 
Additional 40 square feet, but not more than 10% of sign area 
(all formats) 

Design. Two billboard faces, back to back, or V-shaped with no more than a forty­
five degree angle of separation are allowed on a structure. Vertical and horizontal 
stacking of billboard faces are prohibited. Billboards shall be supported by one or 
two metal poles or metal-sheathed wood poles or any other construction material 
provided the construction plans are stamped by a New Mexico licensed engineer. 

Billboards as attached signs are prohibited. 

5.9 MOBILE HOMES, MOBILE HOME AND RV PARKS, AND 

MOBILE HOME SUBDIVISIONS 

The purpose of these regulations for mobile homes, mobile home and RV -parks and mobile 
home subdivisions is to ensure that they are a safe and healthy place to live and designed in a 
pattern of thoroughfares and blocks that is compatible with other types of development. 
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5.9.1 Mobile Homes in all Zones 

a. Pennits Required. A mobile home installation pennit shall be required for a mobile
home or RV within an approved park, in addition to a zoning approval. Long-term
.residence within an R shall be limited solely to an approycd mobile home or RV
park.

b. Principal Buildings and Accessory Buildings. See Table 5.1 Land Use Classification
Matrix: Zoning Districts for the list of permitted uses.

c. Special Flood Hazard Areas. See Article 6.

5.9.2 Mobile Home and Recreational Vehicle (RV) Parks 

The following development standards apply to mobile home and recreational vehicle parks: 

a. Vehicular Access. All mobile home and RV parks shall have vehicular access from a
dedicated right-of-way. Secondary access shall be provided where there are more
than 31 mobile home or RV sites. Secondary access shall be 20 feet wide and shall be
improved.

b. Thoroughfares and Blocks. The mobile home or recreational vehicle park shall be
designed with thoroughfares and blocks with no block exceeding 500 feet in length,
measured at the edge of the areas assigned to each mobile home or RV. Each mobile
home and RV site shall have direct access to a thoroughfare internal to the mobile
home r R park.

c. Thoroughfare Layout. Thoroughfare layout shall be designed for preservation of
natural features, to follow topography to the greatest extent possible consistent with
Subdivision Regulations.

d. Pavement. All thoroughfares within a-mobile home and RV park§. shall be surfaced
as an improved roadway to prevent potholes and blowing dust and shall provide
adequate emergency access.

e. Connectivity and Network. Both ends of every thoroughfare segment in the mobile
home park shall terminate at an intersection, and the thoroughfares shall form a
network bounding blocks and extending in all directions. The DRC may review a
variance to this requirement where the terrain or the width of the parcel to be
subdivided is such that it is not practical to serve an area except by a cul-de-sac, see
Section 5.2.3. No cul-de-sac shall exceed 600 feet or½ block in length for its zone,
to the center of its bulb.

f. Pedestrian Walks. There shall be a network of pedestrian walks, or pathways,
connecting mobile home and RV sites with each other and with mobile home and
RV park facilities and shall comply with current ADA Standards.

g. Mobile Home Subdivision. A mobile home and RV park may be subdivided into fee­
simple properties if those properties each individually satisfy the zoning requirements
for the zone and also satisfy the development standards of the DM Zone.

h. Drainage. All mobile home and RV sites and thoroughfares shall be designed to
ensure proper drainage. The County Engineer shall approve a complete drainage
plan.
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5.10 HOME OCCUPATION PERMITS 

The purpose of a home occupation permit is to allow limited commercial endeavors 
involving the manufacturing, purchase, sale, lease or exchange of goods, and/ or the 
provision of services within a residential dwelling, or accessory building associated with a 
residential dwelling. In circumstltaces whcre the home ocet1pRcio11 i:1 ..;ccon<lat::J-'-Aflt::l 
il'lcidcntal to the primuy restdentifll trnc or 1he tesidcotial dwelling, or ftccessot:)' ettHtliftg 
associated with a re:1i<lC11ti:ltl dwelling, pwvitled th:e home ecetipation does not alter tb,c 
exterior of the cl•,velling ft:fld property or lllil.te£i1illy Rffect the residential natw:c of the 
neighborhood. For purposes of this section, the term "residential dwelling" shall include any 
accessory building associated with a residential dwelling. 

a. It is a violation of this code for any person or entity having legal or equitable
ownership or physical custody of, or control over, a residential dwelling, to operate,
or to allow the operation of, a home occupation within such residential dwelling,
regardless of zoning district, without first obtaining a home occupation permit in
compliance with the requirements of this code. In addition to the home occupation
permit itself, the applicant for such permit must obtain a business registration in
compliance with the Business Registration Fee provisions of Doiia Ana County
Code Chapter 154 and must comply with all other codes and ordinances, including,
but not limited to, those relating to parking, landscaping, drainage, and building
requirements.

b. A home occupation may be permitted in any residential dwelling, subject to the
following requirements and limitations.

1. No more than two (2) people, in addition to the permanent occupants
residing on the premises, shall be engaged, whether paid or not, in the home
occupation.

c. The home occupation use of a residential dwelling or accessory building associated
with the residential dwelling must be clearly incidental and subordinate to the
primary residential use of the property, except for day care or child care services.

d. Any storage associated with the home occupation shall be completely enclosed
within the residential dwelling and such storage shall not exceed 600 square feet in
area.

e. As a result of the home occupation there must be no change in the outside
appearance of the residential dwelling or the premises, except as to signage described
in the paragraph below, and there must be no other evidence of the conduct of a
home occupation visible to the public.

f. Only one sign, one square foot in size, non-illuminated, free-standing or mounted
flush against the residential dwelling, shall be permitted which refers to the home
occupation.

g. No equipment, material, or process shall be used in a home occupation that creates
noise, glare, vibration, dust, fumes, odor or electrical interference detectable at the
property line or creates visual or audible interference with any radio, television
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receiver or computer on or near the premises or that exceeds that which is normally 
found in a residential area. 

h. There shall be no hazardous, explosive, highly flammable, combustible, corrosive,
radioactive or other restricted materials used or stored on the premises of a home
occupation beyond the amount normally kept at a residential dwelling for residential
use. The use or storage of all such materials must comply with the Dona Ana County
Fire Code.

1. The utility use associated with the home occupation must comply with the public
utility rules and regulations applicable to residential dwellings.

)· Home Occupation Parking Requirements:

U. On-street parking for customers or clients in connection with a home
occupation shall be permitted only if the residential nature of the
neighborhood remains unaffected.

ii2_. No more than two customer or client vehicles shall be parked at or near a
home occupation at any one time, except for instructional service, day care or
child care services.

iii}. \'chides lMgCt' tlrnn one ron :Hl carry.iag rnpscil')· rhat are w1ed in cOftflcellon
with tt h,omt: occupation shall be ::Uofeci e,r pMked i:B r.. :.;tructut:e Of other
enclosure out of public view. Semi-trailer trucks, cabs and trailers with weight
limitations shall not be used or stored in conjunction with a home
occupation.

iv1:. A home occupation shall not cause the elimination of any off-street parking
required by law for the occupants of the dwelling unit.

k. Home occupation permits may be approved for the following activity categories:
Professional Office, Professional Service, Instructional Service, Home Artisan
Business, Small Item Repair Service and Day Care/Child Care Service. Home
occupation permits may be approved for Automotive Service per Table 5.1 in the T4
Zone.

1. Professional Office includes offices for accountants, appraisers, architects,
attorneys, contractors, engineers, financial planners, insurance agents,
consulting services, real estate sales and similar office uses.

11. Professional Service includes home occupations involving computer
programming and internet/website development, beautician/hairdresser/
barber services, direct distribution, maid services, mail order, massage
therapy, ironing, pet grooming, telephone/ fax answering, word processing
and similar service uses. Beauticians/hairdressers/barbers and massage
therapists licensed by the State of New Mexico shall be limited to one
customer station per residential property for the home occupation.

111. Instructional Service includes educational tutoring, music instruction and
similar instructional services. A maximum of five students may be at the
dwelling at any one time.
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permit application. Enforcement action may include, but is not limited to, 
revocation of a home occupation permit and prosecution in Magistrate or 
District Court. The notification shall include: 

1) A specific description of the violation.

2) The specific actions to be taken by the applicant that are necessary to
correct the violation.

3) A demand that the violation be corrected within a specific period of
time not to exceed 30 calendar days from the date of the notice. The
demand may specify a reasonable period of time less than 30 days for
violations having a material adverse impact upon public health or
safety.

4) A description of further action the County may take if the violation is
not corrected within the specified time period.

v. If the violation is not corrected within the time period stated in the demand
notice, the County shall send notice of the revocation of the home
occupation permit by certified mail, return receipt requested, to the address
provided on the home occupation permit application at least 5 days prior to
the effective date of the revocation and the initiation of any other
enforcement action, including, but not limited to, prosecution in court.

Vl. Any person aggrieved by the revocation of a home occupation permit may,
within 10 working days from the effective date of the revocation, appeal to
the P&Z by filing with the Zoning Administrator written notice stating the
nature of the appeal and the specific reasons therefore.

vu. The notice, demand and revocation procedures set forth above, shall not be
required when home occupation activities are being conducted without a
home occupation permit in violation of this Code. Such violations may be
enforced as any other violation of this Code may be enforced.

5.11 KEEPING OF ANIMALS 

5.11.1 Purpose 

The following regulations are established for the keeping of animals on residentially zoned 
districts: RS & RSL, Dl & D1L, T2 and T3, which are included in the classes of domestic 
horses, asses, mules, cattle, sheep, goats, swine, bison, poultry, ostriches, emus, rheas, 
camelids and farmed cervideae (deer and elk). This definition does not include feline or 
canine animals. The keeping of large animals shall be allowed on properties of 0.75 of an 
acre or larger. If properties are less than 0. 7 5 of an acre in size, a special use permit (S) is 
required. Youths participating in 4H or FFA sanctioned projects/programs shall be granted 
a 4H/FF A Exemption provided the meet the requirements of Section 5.11.5 below. 

a. All properties shall have a minimum of 32,670 square feet (3 / 4 of an acre) for the
keeping of large animals.
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b. Density limitation for livestock is not applicable to young animals born on the
property to existing animals and below weaning age or six (6) months of age,
whichever is greater.

c. On properties of 3 / 4 acre or more, horses, mules, donkeys, swine, llamas, bovines
and peacocks shall have a minimum open property area of 1,000 square feet for each
animal, provided they meet the following density requirements:

1. Properties between 3 / 4 acre or more and no larger than 1 acre are allowed
one (1) large animal.

11. Properties between _ 1 acre or more and no larger than 2 acres shall not
exceed a density of two (2) large animals per acre.

111. Properties larger than 2 acres shall not exceed a density of three (3) large
animals per acre.

d. Mature stallions, bulls, buffalo and beefalo shall be prohibited from properties
containing less than 2 acres. Additional large animals will require a special use
permit (S). For animals not mentioned here, the density per acre limitation shall be
determined by the Zoning Administrator after consultation with relevant agencies.

e. No animal shall be kept closer than 35 feet to a dwelling on an adjacent parcel.

f. Keeping of animals shall not be permitted in the required front, side and street-side
yard setbacks.

g. No animal dwelling unit shall be kept closer than 100 feet to a private domestic
water well or 200 feet from a public water well.

h. These regulations shall not apply to uses listed under the Right to Farm Act, NMSA
1978, §§ 47-9-1 to 7.

5.11.2 Keeping of Large Animals 

The following regulations are established for the keeping of large animals: 

a. Corral Size. Every corral to be provided shall have a minimum width or length of not
less than 12 feet and shall contain not less than 240 square feet of area.

b. Box Stall. Every box stall to be provided shall have a minimum of 12 feet of length
and width.

c. Fencing. Fencing to be provided shall be subject to the following:

1. Materials and Construction. Fencing may be constructed of wood, chain link,
masonry, metal and materials with the structural integrity sufficient to
contain animals.

11. Fence Posts. Fence posts may be constructed of wood, metal, concrete or
materials with the structural integrity sufficient to contain animals.

111. Fence Height. Fences to be provided for enclosure shall be maintained to
adequately to contain the animals.

197 



Dona Ana County Unified Development Code Article 5 Zoning Districts and Requirements 

d. Shade. Corrals containing less than 450 square feet of area shall have at least 54
square feet of shade, provided by either roof, trees or other means.

e. Water Facilities. Running water facilities shall be made available to each stall and/ or
corral and each animal shall have unrestricted access to fresh water.

f. Maintenance. All stalls and corrals shall be continuously maintained so as to maintain
appearance and prevent deterioration and animal escape.

g. Containment Devices. Substantial and acceptable locking or latching devices shall be
provided and installed on all gates and doors to animal areas located thereon in such
a manner so as to be inaccessible to animals and small children. This will prevent
unauthorized entry and animal escape.

h. Dust Control. All areas used as arenas for exercising, training or exhibition of
animals shall be maintained to abate dust by dampening (spraying water) or other
proven effective means for the prevention of detrimental and nuisance effects of
dust emission to surrounding properties.

1. Compliance with Health Regulations. The keeping and maintenance of large animals,
as provided for in this section, shall comply with all regulations and provisions of the
Health and Sanitation laws of the State Environmental, Health and Livestock
Departments and the County. All premises and facilities shall be maintained in a
clean, orderly and sanitary condition at all times.

5.11.3 Keeping of Small Animals 

The following regulations are established for the keeping of small animals such as goats, 
sheep, miniature horses and the like and very small animals such as rabbits, poultry and fowl 
in residential zoning districts with properties greater than 0.50 acres in size. If properties are 
less than 0.50 acres in size, a special use permit (S) is required. For animals not listed here, 
the density per acre limitations shall be determined by the Zoning Administrator after 
consultation with relevant agencies. 

a. The following are the minimum areas required and the maximum density of very
small and small animals allowed on a single property. These numbers are cumulative
not exclusive.

il. Very Small Animals. Minimum area of open property area (not including
front and side setbacks or dwelling unit) shall be 6 square feet for each very
small animal, providing that the total number of animals does not exceed the
number calculated by this formula:

[1] Multiply the size of the property or parcel, expressed numerically in
acres carried to two decimal places, by a factor of 80 [ex. 2.5 acres*
80 = 200 very small animals].

i:iZ. Small Animals. Minimum area of open property area (not including front and 
side setbacks or dwelling unit) shall be 100 square feet for each small animal, 
providing that the total number of animals does not exceed the number 
calculated by this formula: 
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[1] Multiply the size of the property or parcel, expressed numerically in
acres carried to two decimal places, by a factor of 8 [ex. 0.65 acres* 8
= 5.2, or 5 small animals]. 

b. No animal shall be kept closer than 35 feet to a dwelling on an adjacent parcel.

c. Keeping of animals shall not be permitted in the required front, side and street-side
yard setbacks.

d. All small animals shall be provided with adequate enclosures to contain them within
the boundaries of the owner's property.

e. No animal dwelling until shall be kept closer than 100 feet to a private water well or
200 feet from a public water well.

f. All premises and facilities shall be maH-H!lfil{..'&treatcd as needed with biologically in a
clean, orderly and sanitary condition at all times.

g. The keeping and maintenance of small animals, as provided for in this section, shall
comply with all regulations and provisions of the health and sanitation laws of the
State Environmental, Health and Livestock Departments and the County

5.11.4 Keeping of Small Animals in Higher Residential Density Districts 

In the D3 and DM residential districts, only small domestic animals, such as dogs, cats or 
birds may be kept per county ordinances. 

5.11.5 Requirements for 4H and FF A Projects/Programs 

When the youth are involved in a sanctioned 4H or FFA project/program and the animals 
are housed on the property on a temporary basis, they shall maintain proof of their 
involvement along with a beginning and ending date of each project/program. 

a. Exemptions

i1. Youths who actively participate in 4H or FF A, shall not be required to obtain 
a special use permit (S) so long as the parcel is at least 0. 7 5 acres in size for 
large animals and 0.50 acres for small animals. Youths shall be exempt also 
from the open property area and density (Section 5.11.1.c), corral size 
(Section 5.11.2.a) and box stall size (Section 5.11.2.b) requirements of this 
Article. 

i:i2. All other zoning districts not listed or properties with a parcel size of less 
than 3/4 acre shall be required to obtain a special use permit (S). 

5.11.6 Nothing in this section shall be construed to allow the violation of any other code, ordinance 
or statute. 

5.12 AIRPORT DISTRICT 

5 .12.1 Purpose. 

The purpose of the Airport District is to protect the operations of airports within Dona Ana 
County from encroachment of land uses that could inhibit or restrict present airport 
operations or negatively affect the future growth of the airports. Since the boundaries 
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control �torm water on-site to reduce erosion. Best practices should be 
de5igned in eolh1.borntioncoordinarecl with ESD and CDD staff. 

6.1. 7 Floodplain Development Permit 

A Floodplain Development Permit may be required, in accordance with National 
Flood Insurance Program (NFIP), if the proposed development is all or partially 
located within a FEMA Special Flood Hazard Area as defined in Section 6.4. The 
Flood Commission Director shall determine if a Floodplain Development Permit is 
required and shall appoint a Floodplain Administrator to review and Building 
Services shall issue Flood Plain Development Permits. 

a. Permit Application Forms. Application for a development permit shall be
presented to the Building Services on forms furnished by Building Services and
shall include:

1. Plans in duplicate drawn to scale showing the location.

11. Dimensions.

111. Elevation of proposed landscape alterations.

1v. Existing and proposed structures, including the placement of 
manufactured homes. 

v. Location of the foregoing in relation to areas of special flood
hazard.

v1. Elevation (in relation to mean sea level) of the lowest floor
(including basement) of all new and substantially improved
structures.

vu. Elevation in relation to mean sea level to which any nonresidential
structure shall be floodproofed.

v111. A certificate from a registered Professional Engineer or surveyor 
that the nonresidential floodproofed structure shall meet the 
floodproofing criteria of Section 6.4.7.b. 

1x. Description of the extent to which any watercourse or natural 
drainage will be altered or relocated as a result of proposed 
development or description of alternative integrated methods 
considering natural and built drainage systems. 

b. Application Review Procedures. The review period begins with the acceptance
of a complete permit application by the Floodplain Administrator or designee.
A record of all information shall be maintained. Approval or denial of a
development permit by the Floodplain Administrator shall be based on all of
the provisions of this Article and the following relevant factors:

1. The danger to life and property due to flooding or erosion damage.

11. The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood
damage and the effect of such damage on the individual owner.

111. The danger that material may be swept onto other lands to the
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injury of others. 

1v. The compatibility of the proposed use with existing and 
anticipated development. 

v. The safety of access to the property in times of flood for ordinary
and emergency vehicles.

v1. The costs of providing governmental services during and after
flood conditions, including maintenance and repair of
thoroughfares and bridges, and public utilities and facilities such as
sewer, gas, electrical and water systems.

vu. The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise and sediment
transport of the floodwaters and the effects of wave action, if
applicable, expected at the site.

v111. The necessity to the facility of a waterfront location, where
applicable.

1x. The availability of alternative locations, not subject to flooding or
erosion damage, for the proposed use.

x. The relationship of the proposed use to the Comprehensive Plan,
all other relevant drainage plans and master plans for that area.

c. Grading and Pre-Development Best Management Practices

1. Description. Best practice will preserve existing natural features to
reduce cost associated with erosion, revegetation, and dust control.

11. Methods. Best practice will include natural drainage, topography,
rock outcroppings, and native plant areas which can be preserved,
and serve as detention areas to promote on-site benefits of water
resources. Best practices should be coordinateddesigaed .in
eoHaboration with EDS and CDD staff.

6.1.8 Grading Permit 
Any person required under Section 6.5, to submit a grading permit, shall apply to the 
County prior to the issuance of a building or construction permit by an appropriately 
licensed contractor in the State of New Mexico and shall meet the minimum 
requirements of this Article, as determined by ESD. The application will be signed 
by the owner of the property where the work is to be performed or by his/her duly 
authorized representative. The applicant shall ensure that all application data is 
correct. Any falsification of application data shall invalidate the permit. 

a. Permit Application. A grading permit shall be issued by the County based on
the following:

1. Submittals shall be prepared and certified by a New Mexico
Professional Engineer.

11. Grading permits shall be reviewed by the ESD and the Flood
Commission and issued based upon approved final subdivision
plats, building or such other site improvement plans as necessary
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triple permit fee. 

tv. All permits issued shall expire per Table 6.1 and 6.2.4 above. 
Typically within 1 year of issuance of the permit with a maximum 
of a 1-year extension, provided extension is requested prior to the 
expiration of the initial permit. 

Grading on h:oli.days s.n<l weekends· time Limita.tioas. No grading o[ any lci-ncl, 
except ns pe.fffl:itted below, shall be permitted Ofi bolidays and weekends uule:is 
the lac.downer or 1tuth0Yi>'lc<l rCfHcscnrativc lu�s 1·cee:h·ed approval by the County 
by 12:00 noon of the day before the holiday or by 12:00 noon on Friday. A 
holiday shall be defined as 9::0 official County holiday fuf County employees, 
and the weekend sba.U be defi..ned Rs the time 1>eriod be�eea 5:00 p.m. Ofi 
Fcidll)· and 7:00 11.m. on tbe following Monday or next wo:rki.1:1� day. Gradia:g 

will not be pe:rm.ittcd within 300 feet of ft t:esidcnciruly 2ooed area befure 7:00 
ft.m. or after 5:00 p.m. on weelcends and holidays. 1"a..il1:1:re eo aotifJ the County 
!.iha.ll be consjtlc.red R violation af this Article. Not:ificatioft is not :t'equired if the 
�sding is supervised by an im1peetor p:rnvidcd by a gov'et'B.ffletH entity. 

Removing Hazardous Conditions. 

1. If the County finds that the grading (either completed or in
progress) is causing a hazard to persons or property, it shall notify
the owner or his authorized representative and require that the
hazard be removed or eliminated as soon as practicable, depending
upon the degree of urgency with the hazard involved. If such
action is not completed within the time limit stated within the
notice, the County may require that reasonable temporary
protective measures be provided in the interim.

11. If materials are washed or accumulated upon thoroughfares, lanes
or other public property as a result of improperly controlled
grading of higher or adjacent lands, the County shall notify the
owner or his authorized agent to remove such material and restore
the thoroughfares, lanes or public property to their original
condition within 24 hours. Failure to comply with such notice shall
be a violation of this Article.

111. If the owner fails to comply with such notice as provided in
Section 6.1.8.h.i or 6.1.8.h.ii above, the County may authorize the
work to be done by County resources or by contract. A report shall
be prepared for the BOCC covering the actual cost of doing the
work. After notice and an opportunity to be heard, the BOCC may,
by resolution, determine the actual cost of doing the work and
declare this amount, plus the cost of recording the resolution, to
be a personal liability of the owner of the land and a lien on the
land, payable within 10 days after adoption of the resolution, and
thereafter bearing the simple annual interest at a rate of 12% until
paid. A copy of the resolution, authenticated by the
acknowledgement of the County Clerk, shall be filed for record in
the office of the County Clerk. Notice of the hearing before the
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(3) Traffic control requirements concerning transportation of
material on public ways;

( 4) Limitations on the amount of area that may be disturbed
by grading operations;

(5) Work scheduling requirements; and

(6) Stockpiling and reuse of topsoils.

6.2 THOROUGHFARES 

6.2.1 Sidewalks 
a. Sidewalks shall be required along all thoroughfares where the average lot size

of adjacent lots is less than 1 acre. Sidewalks shall have a minimum width of
-5--.±__feet and as regulated further by Table 6.9 Typical Urean Parkways4.2
Minimum Width of Sidewalk Standards. All sidewalks shall have a minimum
thickness of 6-1._inches. 

b. Sidewalks shall be constructed out of concrete or other materials accepted by
ESD and shall be built at the time of thoroughfare construction unless access
is for primary residential lot frontage.

c. Thoroughfare lights, power poles, fire hydrants, thoroughfare signs or other
types of obstructions shall not be permitted on the sidewalks or the
designated walkway. If thoroughfare obstructions are in the way of proposed
sidewalks, the obstructions shall be relocated prior to construction of the
sidewalk.

d. Table 6.9 Typical Urban Parkways. Sidewalks shall meet the requirements of
the American with Disabilities Act.

6.2.2 Thoroughfare Design Guidelines 
If a County design standard does not exist for a particular project, the New Mexico 
Department of Transportation standards, United States Department of 
Transportation standards, and the Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) 
Context Sensitive Solutions (CSS) shall apply. 

a. The applicant shall provide documentation proving that all roads to and within
a development have unobstructed legal and physical access to an asphaltic
surfaced Municipal-, County- or State-maintained road(s). It is the developer(s)
responsibility to construct the legal and physical access from the development
to an asphaltic surfaced Municipal-, County- or State-maintained road(s).

b. The width for thoroughfares linking a development intensity or transect zone
development to a County- or state-maintained road shall be regulated by Table
6.8 Thoroughfare Geometry.

c. The width for thoroughfares linking a use zone development to a County- or
state-maintained road shall be regulated by Table 6.8 Thoroughfare Geometry.

d. The layout of principal roads within a development shall be designed to join to
principal existing thoroughfares in adjoining areas and to serve adjoining areas.
The width of the right-of-way in a development shall be sufficient to ensure
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that future development needs will not be limited by narrow rights-of-way, per 
the Mesilla Valley and El Paso MPOs. 

e. Centerlines of offset thoroughfares entering onto collector or arterial
thoroughfares shall not be less than 400 feet apart.

f. All roads shall be provided with adequate grades, lines-of-sights and drainage,
including the conveyance of collected runoff, and culverts or dip sections for
the lateral passage of flows. Easements external to a thoroughfare right-of-way
section may be used for the conveyance and storage of storm runoff and
utilities if water intrusion onto the right-of-way is mitigated via subsurface
drainage.

g. Thoroughfares shall intersect as nearly as possible at right angles, and in no case
shall thoroughfares intersect at angles of less than 75

° for local thoroughfares
and 90° for collector and arterial thoroughfares.

h. Thofot1gh£Mes �hall conttcct t:o ocher thoroughfat·e�i fo1'm±t1:g it fl-e-twOfk. Where
�y-t:opography, dead eAd tho:t·oughfarc:; shall te:t:m.tt:late in a cul de sac
haviHg a mio-i-Hmm radius of 50 feet for residential useH an<l 80 feet for
nonresidcucial u•ws. Maintenitnec of culs de sac ·.vill be by pr.ivatc means.
Th roughfarcs should connect to other thoroughfares when possible, forming a
network. Dca<l-end thoroughfares shall terminate in a cul-de-sac having a
minimum railius of 50 feet for residcnt.ial uses and 80 feet for nooresidenti-.d
�Phased development or construction shall be provided with temporary
turnaround easements with 50 foot radii for residential and 80 foot radii for
nonresidential uses as necessary at the end of each phase, constructed with base
course and prime coat, and may be vacated upon extension of the road within a
subsequent phase. Turnarounds, in phased development, are not required on
thoroughfares less than 150 feet in length.

1. All roads proposed to be publicly maintained shall include dedication of
adequate rights-of-way as identified in Section 6.2.4. Private thoroughfares and
easements shall be allowed only in circumstances where a maintenance
agreement and evidence of a properly created road easement is provided
obligating individual landowners or homeowners' associations for maintenance
of the private thoroughfares and/ or easements. Easements and pavement
widths and pavement sections for private thoroughfares and easements shall
meet the requirements for public thoroughfares of similar function. In no case
shall private thoroughfares be designed in such a way as to prevent access
and/ or passage of emergency vehicles.

J· Controlling access parallel to thoroughfares, i.e., reserve strips, is prohibited.

k. All construction within the right-of-way or easement shall meet all applicable
provisions of Section 6.2.5 and Section 6.2.6. A deviation from the referenced
standards will be allowed only when testing of the materials and/ or methods
used shows the deviation to be equal or greater in quality to that of Section
6.2.6 and requires approval from ESD.

l. All utilities within public rights-of-way or easements shall be coordinated with
and comply with the requirements of the utility company or provider and
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routes). Methods will include chicanes, curb cuts, bio-swales, and 
other active landscape features. Best practices should be 
coordinareddcsigoed i:a eol:laboft1tioo with EDS and CDD staff. 

h. Community Type and Transect Zone Thoroughfare Cross Sections.

1. If the right-of-way needed for complete roadway construction is
constrained, the cross section should be reduced in the following
order:

(a) Planting strip width to 3 feet minimum.

(b) Sidewalk width to 5 feet minimum.

(c) Bicycle lane to 5 feet minimum.

11. Bicycle lanes shall be striped on both sides and include a buffer
strip and signs, directional arrows, and stencils.

ill. Bicycle lanes shall not be built on roadways with design speeds
below 30 mph.

1v. All on-street parking decisions shall be per Table 6.5.

v. All thoroughfares classified as avenue and above may be
designated as transit routes. Transit-related facilities, such as a
shelter or bus pull-out, may be required.

v1. Three-hundred-foot block lengths are recommended.

vu. Multi-use paths:

(a) Shall not be placed immediately adjacent to avenues or boulevards,
especially in lieu of sidewalks or bicycle lanes.

(b) May be used if they are incorporated with the overall design and
traverse the development on an independent right-of-way allowing
for more direct access to a destination.

(c) Shall be asphaltic surfaced a minimum of 8 feet wide.

1. Parkway Assemblies. Parkway assemblies shall comply with the standards of Section

4.3.E Parkway Assemblies and Tables 6.9 Typical Urban Parkways, 6.10 Typical

Rural Parkways, and 6.11 Parkway Assemblies. Tables 6.9 and 6.10 illustrate the

components of the parkway and Table 6.11 regulates the type and size for each

component of the parkway.
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Table 6.9 Typical Urban Parkways 

Type A Type B 

1) 

- .J_b) (C) 

r -

I ,. 

I . 

I • 

·-

(di 

l 

1e1 

SWALE 

TRAFFIC SIGN 

LAMP POST 

IIOSWALE 

(1) 

(a) (c) (d) (e) 

PLANTING l 
STRIP 

EQ. 

TRAFFICSl
j --"'" 
I 

NEWSPAPER 
BOXES 

EQ. 

(1) Parkway (2) Transportation Way

L(a) Walkway: L (d) Parking Lane

regulated by Table 

4.2 Minimum Width 

of Sidewalk 

Standards. 

Re less than 5 ft., & ft. min. 
iA-W 

(b) Planter

(c) Planter & Verge

(e) Travel Lane

TypeC 

11) (1) 

(al _ �- (d) (e) 

TREE 
GRATE 

EQ, 

TRAFFIC SIGN 

- LAMPPOST

NEWSPAPER 
BOXES 

Note: Alternative parkway configurations may be considered based on land use. 
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Table 6.11 Parkway Assemblies
Details Rural/T2 I L/T3 M/T4 H/T5 Suburban 
Curb Type Swale I Raised Curb I Raised Curb Raised Curb Raised Curb 
Walkway 
Type Not required l Path / Sidewalk · Sidewalk Sidewalk 

6 
Path / Sidewalk 
8 - path Min. Width (feet) n/a 8-path 5 

4-§_ - sidewalk _.,_ 4-§_- sidewalk
Lighting 
Max. Height 
(feet) 

Not required 12 16 20 

Min. Spacing 
(feet} 

n/a At intersections At intersections 50 on center At intersections 

Planter 
Type Swale Bio-Swale 

Min. Width (feet) n/a 4-§_- path 
6-sidewalk

Continuous 

I 
Continuous or Continuous 
Tree Well 

5 72 sq. ft. min. - 6 - path 

6.2.6 

tree well; 5 - sidewalk 
5 min. 

Standard Specification for Thoroughfare Construction 
All thoroughfares constructed within Dona Ana County shall comply with New 
Mexico Department of Transportation Standard Specification for Highway and 
Bridge Construction, as adopted and amended. 

a. All testing and construction inspections for all developments shall adhere to the
guidelines as set forth in the New Mexico Department of Transportation
Standard Specification for Highway and Bridge Construction, as adopted and
amended.

b. A pavement design report included with the final plat or final document
submittal shall include, but not be limited to:

1. Soil profiles shall be obtained from soil borings performed within
the proposed right-of-way and proposed borrow area, or in areas
determined to yield representative soils. Thoroughfare soil borings
shall be taken at an interval of 500 feet. Additional soil borings
may be required if soil characteristics change significantly. Soil
borings shall be advanced to a depth of at least 5 feet, or refusal,
whichever is shallower. In "cut" portions of the thoroughfare, the
depth of borings shall be measured from the proposed finished
grade elevation of the pavement. In "fill" portions of the
thoroughfare, the depth of borings shall be measured below
existing grade. Soil borings are required to classify materials to
determine the thickness of the layers of the road structure and to
identify soils that are excessively expansive or resilient. Such soils
shall receive special consideration by substitution with "engineered
fill" or stabilization with a suitable admixture and/ or mechanical
means. Field conditions encountered with unsatisfactory materials
shall be submitted with pavement design calculations along with

241 



Dona Ana County Unified Development Code Article 6 Development Construction Standards 

elevations in culverts. 

v. Pipe culverts placed parallel to thoroughfares shall have a concrete blanket
placed on both ends of the structure. The concrete blanket shall have horizontal
2-inch steel pipes (extra-strong AISC designation) placed such that the spacing
shall not exceed 24 inches and shall be designed so that the grate can be lifted
up or removed for cleaning purposes.

6.3. 7 Parking Requirements. 
Pa.rki.t1g requirements for multi-family and all non-resid ntial uses shall foUow 
the Imtitur · of Transportation Engineers (JTE) P:uking Generation Manual 
most current edition. 

a. Pa.rking areas for uses where 10 spaces arc ret1uircd hall be paved with at least
2 inches (2") thickness of I Tot-Mix pavement ove.r 6 inches (6") of Base ourse. 
lf less than 10 spaces arc required. then AD_ spaces shall be pa eel. with other 
parking ·pace surfaced will, a minimum of 6 inches (6") of Ba ·e 'oursc; 
thickness as . tructurally nccessary.Pa1·l,iag l'equin:ments for multi family Rnd all 
a:oe resi<lentittl uses sliitU folJow the Institut'e of Transpo,muio:11 Eng:iaeers 
(ITE) Parking Genention Manual mo:3t Cllf'l'Ctlt edition. 

6.4 FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION 

6.4.1 Basis for Establishing Area of Special Flood Hazard 
The areas of special flood hazard identified by the effective Federal Emergency 
Management Agency in a scientific and engineering report entitled "The Flood 
Insurance Study for Dona Ana County, New Mexico," with accompanying Flood 
Insurance Rate Maps and Flood Boundary-Floodway Maps (FIRM and FBFM), and 
any revisions thereto are hereby adopted by reference and declared to be a part of 
this section. 

6.4.2 Duties and Responsibilities of Floodplain Administrator 
Duties and responsibilities of the Floodplain Administrator shall include, but not be 
limited to, the following: 

a. Maintain and hold open for public inspection all records pertaining to the
provisions of this Chapter.

b. Review permit application to determine whether proposed building sites,
including the placement of manufactured homes, will be reasonably safe from
flooding.

c. Review all applications for Floodplain Development Permits required by
adoption of this chapter.

d. Review permits for proposed development to assure that all necessary permits
have been obtained from those federal, state or local governmental agencies
(including Section 404 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments
of 1972, 33 U.S.C. 1334) from which prior approval is required.

e. Where interpretation is needed as to the exact location of the boundaries of the
areas of special flood hazards (for example, where there appears to be a conflict
between a mapped boundary and actual field conditions), the Floodplain
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Table 6.23 Recommended Maximum Headwater-to-Diameter Ratios 

Storm Frequency HW/D 

10-year
- ---

1.0 

1.25 100-year

(f) 

(g) 

Tailwater. The height of tailwater at outlets shall have a headwater-to­
diameter ratio of less than 1.0.

Dip section and low water crossings shall be concrete and designed in 
accordance with the criteria in Table 6.18 Street Capacity Criteria, and 
shall provide for erosion protection at the edges of pavement. 

e. Roadway Drainage Best Management Practices

1. Description. Best practice will infiltrate storm water into plantings 

and soil, and safely release remaining water.

11. Methods. Best practice will filter storm water through soil media and
plant roots, then release treated storm water runoff into the
landscape (e.g. pasture, native vegetation areas, plantings, and
permeable areas) and storm drain system. Best practices should be
cootcliruitcddesigned ifi eofutbot:fttiun with EDS and CDD staff.

6.5.14 Open Channels 
Channel capacities shall be computed using the Manning formula for uniform flow. 
Open channels shall be designed for a 100 year storm with analysis showing the
effects of the ten-year storm. Channels shall have subcritical flow characteristics, be 
wide and natural in appearance and functional. Analysis and proposed solutions for 
anticipated erosion problems shall be in the drainage plan. Channels shall be 
designed to avoid flows at or near critical depth. 

a. Hydraulics. The type of channel cross sections shall be most suited to the
location and use. The drainage report and design hydraulics of flow in channels
shall include analysis of the hydraulics indicating the following parameters for
existing and proposed channels and drainageways:

1. Flow cross-section geometry for each different configuration of
proposed channel shape in critical areas and channels left in their
natural state;

11. Flow cross-sectional area;

111. Wetted perimeter;

1v. Hydraulic radius;

v. Manning's roughness coefficient (n);

vi. Flow velocity;

vu. Design discharge;

294 



Dona .Ana County Unified Development Code .Article 6 Development Construction Standards 

11. French drains ar� acceptable in areas with poor percolation rates
and shall only be used to provide increased percolation rates.
French drains shall have an open pond above the rock level with a
minimum depth of 12 inches.

111. Dry wells are generally used for drainage areas of one acre or less
and are designed exclusively to accept rooftop runoff from
residential and commercial buildings. They are similar to
infiltration trenches but smaller with inflow from pipe and
commonly covered with soil. The well shall be placed at a depth
sufficient to contain the required storage volume.

c. Detention Pond Best Management Practice

1. Description. Best practice will combine detention ponds with
other site elements to reduce the area needed to fulfill detention
pond volume and storage requirements.

11. Method. Best practice will utilize Active Landscape Features, where
applicable, to design areas required for retention/ detention basins,
into multiple integrated features fulfilling total volume requirements.
Incorporate elements which work in combination with required
detention pond volume and storage. Integrate components of
existing site characteristics, topography, Active Landscape Features,
building structures, and parking lot drainage. Best practices should be
coo.rdinatcdde:1igned in eol:labon1:cio11 _with EDS and CDD staff.

6.5.16 Drainage System Operations and Maintenance 
Proper operations and maintenance of storm drainage and flood control facilities, 
including natural drainage systems such as arroyos, includes both cleaning and minor 
repair to the facilities as well as completely rebuilding some facilities that have, 
through weathering or lack of maintenance, been rendered useless or present a threat 
to public safety. In order to increase system efficiency, maintenance guidelines are 
outlined in Table 6.25 Maintenance Guidelines and shall be incorporated in the 
drainage maintenance agreement (see sample form in Appendix A). The drainage 
maintenance agreement shall be adopted by operators of private drainage systems to 
establish maintenance procedures of those systems. The agreement is to be signed 
and recorded as a condition of final plat approval and shall be disclosed and 
acknowledged by subsequent property owners. 

Table 6.25 Maintenance Guidelines 

Facility 

Channels 

Pump stations 

Detention and 
retention facilities 

Storm sewer systems 

Storm sewer inlets 

Maintenance, As Necessary 

May to October 

May to October 

May to October 

Annual 

After rainfall events or biweekly 
during rainy periods 

Inspection 

1 
Semi-annual 

Semi-annual 

After any major storm greater than 1 
inch within a 24-hour period 

Biannual 

Semi-annual 
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c. Final Plat Approval Requ'irements. In acting on the permit application, the Stat�
Engineer shall determine whether the amount of water permitted is sufficient in
quantity to fulfill the maximum annual water requirements of the subdivision,
including water for indoor and outdoor domestic uses.

d. Water Conservation Best Management Practice

1. Description. Best practice will utilize passive water harvesting to
collect stormwater, which promotes water infiltration, stormwater
reduction, less complex erosion control and infrastructure systems,
and optimal landscaping. Utilizing harvested stormwater will provide
or offset landscape water needs.

11. Method. Best practice will include passive water harvesting functions,
which utilize gravity to direct the flow of stormwater into Active
Landscape Features. Best practices should be designed without
additional tanks, piping, metering, pumps, or other infrastructure
associated with containment systems.

111. In certain configuration, additional infrastructure components will be
needed to route overflow water, convey water under roads or parking
lots, or for other purposes conducive to effective functioning of the
passive system. Best practices should be coordinateddesi-gfied in
eoHabot'ation with EDS and CD Department staff.

6.6.3 Water Quality; Liquid and Solid Waste Disposal 

a. Water Quality Documentation. For an applicant to document conformance with
the water quality requirements of these guidelines and the New Mexico
Subdivision Act, NMSA 1978, §47-6-1 et seq. A water quality documentation
package shall accompany the preliminary plat submission.

1. The water quality documentation package shall:

(a) State the applicant's name and mailing address;

(b) State the date the package was completed;

(c) State the applicant's proposal for meeting the water quality
requirements of these guidelines;

(d) Be accompanied by a copy of the applicant's disclosure statement on
water quality;

(e) Be accompanied by the information listed in Sections 6.6.3.a.ii,
6.6.3.a.iii, or 6.6.3.a.iv of this section as applicable to the water supply
proposal; and

(f) Be accompanied by other relevant information as may be necessary
for the determination of compliance with the water quality
requirements of these guidelines.

11. If a new public water supply system (15 or more connections) is
proposed, the following information shall be submitted as part of
the water quality documentation package:
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BICYCLE LANE (BIKE LANE) 
A separate path or a portion of a roadway that has been designated by striping, signing, and 
pavement markings for the preferential or exclusive use of bicycles (AASHTO). 

BILLBOARD OR BILLBOARD SIGN 
A large outdoor sign, typically designed to be read from a moving vehicle. 

BIO-RETENTION AREAS 
The use of vegetation and soils to clean, slow, and infiltrate and/ or store storm water runoff. 

BIO-SWALES 
Vegetated, shallow, landscaped depressions design to capture, treat, and infiltrate stormwater 
run-off as it moves downstream. 

BLADE SIGN 
A small, pedestrian-oriented sign that projects perpendicularly from a structure such as a 
bracket and which is hung from the fascia above ground-floor doors and windows. 

BLOCK 
The aggregate of private lots, passage, rear alleys and rear lanes, bounded by thoroughfares. 

BLOCK FACE 
The side of a block, extending between its lateral lot lines. 

BMPorBMPs 
See "Best Management Practice (BMP)." 

BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS (BOCC) 
The governing body of Dona Ana County, New Mexico. 

BOARDING HOUSE 

BOCC 

A residential dwelling unit with two or more rooms that are rented or intended to be rented 
independently. 

See Board of County Commissioners. 

BORROW 
Excavating material from borrow pits or areas selected by the contractor, when sufficient 
quantities of suitable material are not available from other excavations, and disposing of all 
excavated borrow material as specified and in conformity with the lines, grades, and 
dimensions shown on the drawings, or as directed by the Engineer. The widening of 
roadway cuts and ditches will be considered as general excavation, and not as borrow. 

BOULEVARD 
A divided thoroughfare designed for high vehicular capacity and moderate speed, traversing 
a built-up area. 

BUFFER 
An area of land inside a property serving as a screen, using walls, fencing, berms, vcgctftti:Ofl, 
or a combination of the above with vegetation. Buffering visually separates new 
development from an adjacent property or roadway, and mitigates negative impacts; it can be 
a part of LID and GI practices such as water harvesting. 

321 



Dona Ana County Unified Development Code Article 7 Glossary of Terms 

EXPANTION OF EXISTING USE 
Expansion of existing use haU be c ,nstrued as an expansion of building square footage, a 
zone change that allows a higher use of the property. cxpao ion of parking ru:ea r expansion 
of outdoor storage area. 

EXTREMELY HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE 
Any substance listed in the Appendices to 40 CPR Part 355, Emergency Planning and 
Notification. 

FA<;ADE 
The exterior wall of a building that is set along a frontage line. See Elevation. 

FAIR HOUSING ACT (FHA) 
The Fair Housing Act of 1968, as amended, prohibits discrimination in the sale, rental, and 
financing of dwellings, and in other housing-related transactions, based on race, color, 
national origin, religion, sex, familial status (including children under the age of 18 living 
with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women, and people securing custody of children 
under the age of 18), and disability. 

FALL ZONE (Specific to WCF and WSS) 
The area within a determined radius referred to as the potential fall radius, in which a 
wireless support structure may be expected to fall in the event of a structure failure, as 
certified by a registered New Mexico Professional Engineer. 

FAMILY 
One or more persons living together in a single dwelling unit as a family or the functional 
equivalent of a family. 

FARMING AND RANCHING 
Any use of land for the growing and harvesting of crops, the open-range grazing of 
livestock, or irrigated pasture for grazing livestock for sale or profit, or uses that are directly 
ancillary to these on-farm scalable activities, which is the exclusive or primary use of the lot, 
including processing, packaging and warehousing. 

FARMLAND/RANGELAND 
Consist primarily of open lands used for agriculture or the raising of livestock. 

FEDERAL EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY (FEMA) 

FEMA 

The federal agency under which the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is 
administered. In March 2003, FEMA became part of the newly created United States 
Department of Homeland Security. 

See Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

FENCE 
(e.g., fencing) An enclosure or barrier used as a boundary, means of protection, or privacy. 
Fencing is constructed of open or solid materials, permitting some amount of light, visibility, 
and/ or air movement. Pence. arc. noL considered an expansion of use. 

FENCE AT A FRONTAGE 
A fence at the primary frontage or a fence at the secondary frontage. 

FENCE AT A PRIVATE LOT LINE 
A fence generally in proximity to and parallel to the boundary between two lots. 
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FURNISHING ZONE 
The area of the parkway assembly that is available for street furniture such as benches, 
wastebaskets, and newspaper boxes. 

GARAGE 
A building or portion thereof other than a private storage garage, designed or used for 
equipping, servicing, repairing, hiring, selling, storing or parking motor-driven vehicles. The 
term ••repairing"· shall not include an automotive body repair shop nor the rebuilding, 
dismantling or storage of wrecked or junked vehicles. 

GARAGE AND YARD SALES 
An informal event for the sale of used goods by private individuals, in which sellers are not 
required to obtain business licenses or collect sales tax. 

GARBAGE 

GI 

Any animal or vegetable waste that is liable to decompose or rot resulting from the handling, 
preparation, cooking or consumption of foods, offal, scum, dregs, sediment, sweepings, 
trash, debris, remains, or dross. 

See Green Infrastructure. 

GLARE 
A degree of luminance caused by direct light or reflection. 

GRADING 
Any excavation or fill or combination thereof, including clearing and grubbing. 

GRADING PERMIT 
A permit to excavate or fill or a combination thereof, including clearing and grubbing of 
land for the construction and development of permitted buildings or structures, or to 
conduct other legal land uses. 

GREEN, CIVIC SPACE 
A civic space type for unstructured recreation, spatially defined by landscaping rather than 
building frontages. 

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE (GI) 
An approach to water management that protects, restores, or mimics the natural water cycle. 
GI includes the physical and biological processes found in each ecoregion's natural 
landscape, informing low impact development and water harvesting. 

GROUND COVER 
ny combination of mulch, low plants, secdir14r, or turf used to _preYent weeds and minimize 

erosion, but shall not include artificial turf, asphalt, concrete, o.r bare soil.Low growing, 
SJ:>reiuii.eg plants gener1tlly used to prevent weeds. 

GROUNDWATER 
This definition applies only to water quality, liquid and solid waste disposal guidelines. 
Interstitial water which occurs in saturated earth material. It is capable of entering a well in 
sufficient amounts to be utilized as a water supply. 

GROUP HOME 
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A dwelling unit where 6 or fewer unrelated people in need of care, suppo
1

rt, or supervision 
can live together. 

GRUBBING 
The removal of stumps and roots. 

HARDSCAPE 
The impervi us portion ul a lan<lsc:ape area including shade structures, walls, pa,ing. an<l 
water features. 

HARMFUL QUANTITY 
Discharges of any substance in a quantity determined to be harmful to the public health, 
public welfare, or the environment. 

HAZARD TO PUBLIC HEALTH (Specific to NMED liquid waste) 
The indicated presence in water or soil of chemical, biological or other agents under such 
conditions that they may adversely impact human health. 

HAZARDOUS SUBSTANCE OR HAZARDOUS WASTE 
Any liquid, solid, or contained gas that contain properties that are dangerous or potentially 
harmful to human health or the environment. 

HEAVY INDUSTRIAL USE 
Manufacturing or other enterprises that pose significant risks due to the use or storage of 
explosives or radioactive materials, or of poisons, herbicides, or other hazardous materials in 
reportable quantities under the standards of the Environmental Protection Agency. 

HELIPORT 
See Airport. 

HHW 
See Househole Hazardous Waste. 

HIGH WIND CONDITIONS 
On-site average wind speed greater than 15 miles per hour, gusts of 20 miles per hour, or an 
active wind advisory issued by the National Weather Service for Doiia Ana County. 

HIGHWAY 
A rural and suburban thoroughfare of high vehicular speed and capacity. 

HOTEL 
A building in which lodging or boarding and lodging are provided and offered to the public 
for compensation and in which ingress to and egress from all rooms are made through an 
inside lobby or office supervised by a person in charge at all times. 

HOUSEHOLD HAZARDOUS WASTE (HHW) 
Any material generated in a household (including single and multiple residences, hotels and 
motels, bunk houses, ranger stations, crew quarters, campgrounds, picnic grounds, and day­
use recreational areas) by a consumer which, except for the exclusion provided in 40 CFR 
261.4(b)(1), would be classified as a hazardous waste under 40 CFR Part 261. 

HUNDRED-YEAR FLOOD OR 100-YEAR FLOOD 
A flood having an average frequency of occurrence in order of once in 100 years, although 
the flood may occur in any year. 
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PETROLEUM STORAGE TANK (PST) 
Any one or a combination of aboveground or underground storage tanks that contain 
petroleum products and any connecting underground pipes. 

PHASE 
Refers to a portion of a multi-unit subdivision which is intended to be developed as a unit. 

PHASING 
A construction BMP that is sequencing disturbing activities during construction, on lots in 
distinct areas of the project, with the stabilization of each area before the disturbing of the 
next. 

PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION (P&Z) 
The Planning and Zoning Commission of Dona Ana County, New Mexico whom are 
appointed by the BOCC. 

PLANT AREA 
Overall area coverage of plant canopy, calculated in the following manner including the plant 
list - trees at 50 percent of the canopy width times that same canopy width, rounded up 
(example: a tree listed with a 20 foot canopy width is 20' x 20' = 400 square feet x 50% =
200 square foot area); other plants at 100 percent of the canopy width times that same 
canopy width (example: an accent plant listed with a 5 foot canopy width is 5' x 5' = 25 
square feet x 100% = 25 square feet area) Refer to Appendix X. Plant List. 

PLANT, EDIBLE 
Plant with fruit or parts, eaten or used by humans in the preparation of food. Refer to 
Appendix X. Plant List. 

PLANT, HEIGHT 
Typical, mature height of plant canopy. Refer to Appendix X. Plant List. 

PLANT, HIGH WATER-USE 
Phmt--A live plant that mostly survives on �25 inches ef-or greater water per year; also 
called a mesic or phreatophytic plant; grows best in a high water.::-use zone with other high 
water-use plants. High water-use plants can require less water where moisture availability is 
higher, mo:,tl-y particularly where specialized soil types and higher water tables combine in 
valley locftti nst-,_u1=ile:u Unless in such locations and/er when i,er-suppotting 
documentation is provided, high water-use plants shall not be counted towards required 
landscaping. Refer to Appendix X. Plant List. 

PLANT, LOW WATER-USE 
A live plantPhtm that mostly survives on the undef 10 inches or less-ef water per year, once 
established (about the average annual precipitation in Dona Ana County); also called a xeric 
plant; grows best in a low water use zone with other low water-use plants. Refer to Appendix 
X. Plant List.

PLANT, MEDIUM WATER-USE 
A live plantPhtm that mostly survives on between 10 and 25 inches of water per year; also 
called a mesic plant; grows best in a medium water use zone with other medium water-use 
plants. Refer to Appendix X. Plant List. 

PLANT, WIDTH 
Typical, mature width or spread of plant canopy. Refer to Appendix X. Plant List. 
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STREET VIEW AREA 

The enare area bch ecn the primary fas;adc of an .industruu use, furthest £ram the primary 
frontage to thnt property line, extended along the entire pci.ma.ry frontage. 

STREETSCREEN 

A freestanding wall built along the frontage line, or coplanar with the facade. It may mask a 
parking lot from the thoroughfare, provide privacy to a side yard, and/ or strengthen the 
spatial definition of the public realm. As used in this Chapter, a streetscreen is a form of 
screen which need not be part of a landscape buffer. 

STRIP ZONING 

A zoning action that would give an area different zoning and benefit than the surrounding 
zoning to a strip of land along a thoroughfare. 

STRUCTURE 

Anything that is constructed or erected with a fixed location on the ground or attached to 
something having a fixed location on the ground. 

SUBDIVIDE 

To divide a surface area of land into a subdivision as defined by this Chapter and NMSA 
1978, §47-6-2. 

SUBDIVIDER 

Any person who creates or who has created a subdivision, individually or as part of a 
common promotional plan, or any person engaged in the sale, lease, or other conveyance of 
subdivided land; however, "subdivider" does not include any duly licensed real estate broker 
or salesperson acting on another's account. 

SUBDIVISION 

The division of a surface area of land, including land within a previously approved subdivision, 
into two or more parcels for the purpose of sale, lease or other conveyance or for building 
development, whether immediate or future; but "subdivision" does not include: 

1) the sale, lease or other conveyance of any parcel that is 35 acres or larger in size within
any twelve-month period; provided that the land has been used primarily and
continuously for agricultural purposes, in accordance with NMSA 1978, §7-36-20 for the
preceding three years;

2) the sale or lease of apartments, offices, stores or similar space within a building;

3) the division of land within the boundaries of a municipality;

4) the division of land in which only gas, oil, mineral or water rights are severed from the
surface ownership of the land;

5) the division of land created by court order where the order creates no more than one
parcel per party;

6) the division of land for grazing or farming activities; provided the land continues to be
used for grazing or farming activities;

7) the division of land resulting only in the alteration of parcel boundaries where parcels are
altered for the purpose of increasing or reducing the size of contiguous parcels and
where the number of parcels is not increased;
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TRAFFIC IMPACT ANALYSIS 
A study that asaeHe1 the effects that a particular development's traffic win Mn 011 the 
transportation network. These studies vary in their range of detail and complexity depending 
on the type, size and location of the development, which are regulated by this Chapter. 

TRANSECT ZONE 

TREE 

One of several zones that reflect the historic development patterns of the County and are 
predominately compact mixed-use zones, which are also available for new development. 

a) A woody plant with an expected mature height of a minimum of 12 feet and/ or 1 story ,
possessing either a single trunk or multiple trunks. Trees are often described in subcategories
by common attributes and the uses they serve. They can be some combination of evergreen,
deciduous, coniferous, and/ or broadleaf, and be used for shade, screening, understories to
larger trees, or ornamental uses such as flowering; b) Skyline accent: usually evergreen
succulents, sometimes developing woody trunks, providing functions and heights similar to
smaller trees via visual impact, enclosure, or structure against the sky or architecture, but
often lacking shade. This includes many commonly-used and often native plants that do not
meet typical plant categories, such as yuccas, ocotillos, and fan palms.

TRIPLEX 
A residential building with three attached dwelling units each of which has direct access to 
the outside. 

U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) 
The United States Environmental Protection Agency, the regional office thereof, any federal 
department, agency, or commission that may succeed to the authority of the EPA, and any 
duly authorized official of the EPA or such successor agency. 

UNCONTAMINATED 
Not containing a harmful quantity of any pollutant. 

UNMANNED DEVELOPMENT 
Land uses that lo nol have a building. or customer storefront anc.l parking, and which do not 
have a way to calcufate a requlrcd landscaping are.a. 

URBAN CENTER 
A term for one of several community types regulated by this Chapter. 

USE ZONE 
One of several zones that are developed and regulated primarily by specific uses and are 
typically characterized by adjacent or similar development. 

UTILITY POLE (Specific to WCF and WSS) 
A structure owned and/ or operated by a public utility or municipality that is designed 
specifically for and used to carry lines, cables or wires for telephone, cable television, 
electricity or to provide lighting. 

UTILITIES 
Governmental entities, nonprofit organizations, corporations, or any entity defined as a 
public utility for any purpose by and used in connection with the production, delivery, 
transmission, collection, or storage of water, sewage, gas, oil, electricity, or electronic signals. 

VACATION 
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APPENDIX X. PLANT LIST 

Bold type ignifies a native plant in Dona Ana aunty. 

Plant List Headings: 

a. 

b. 

c. 

Common nam�:- 1 cally-used name: 

Botwical ruun�:- scientific name.: 

Heights!-:- a erage mature canoP, height; 

d. 

e. 

Width�:- average matur cai1opy width, di�1meter, r spread; 

rca�:- average area of mature canopy width; 

f. 

g. 

Edible-:- a plant with fruil or foliage used for food: and, 

an ecoregion pet ·igurc 5-1. Asterisks indicate the applicable region (* valley. * 

foothills, * ·· alley and fo thills). 

Figure 5-1. Ecoregion-Water Use Zones 

Trees (and skyline accents) 

Map Credits: 

Legend 
Ecoregion / w·ater C se Zone 

•Valley

Upland

•Foothill
r_::J Jurisdiction 

-Rio Grande

-Road

Original Level IV data by CS EnYironmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) 
Modified by David Cristiani, Dona Ana 
County, N�I (7/15/2016) 

Common Name Botanical Name 
Height Width Area 

Edible 
Water Use 

(ft.) (ft.) (sq. ft.) Zone 

Mimosa or Silk Tree Albizzia julibriss.in 25 30 450 medium 
-,- ·-' 
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Common Name I Botanical Name
Height Width Area 

Edible 
Water Use 

(ft.) (ft.) (sq. ft.) Zone 

Silktassel Bush Gartya species 6 6 36 
**low, 
medium 

Carolina Jessamine 
Gelsemium 

8+ 6 36 medium 
sempervu:ens 

,_.,_.,_,, ...... 

Algerian Ivy Hedera canariensis 6+ 8 64 medium 

English Ivy Hedera helix 10+ 8 ***64 
***medium, 
high 

"""" 

Burford Holly Ilex comuta 'Burfor:di' 6+ 6 36 medium 

Jasmine Jasminum species 3 5 25 medium 
_,_,_,_.....,_, 

Juniper Juniperus species 3+ 6-12 36-144 low 
... ,...--, 

Winterfat 
Krascheninnikovia 

3 3 9 low 
lanata 

Crepe Myrtle (petite or 
Lagerstroemia species 5 5 *25 *medium, high

shrub form) 
....... �--

Creosote Bush Larrea tridentata 6 6 36 low 
r-,-·-,-,-1-

Lavender Lavendula species 3 4 16 medium 

Texas Sage or Leucophyllum 
6+ 7 49 low 

Ranger species 
' ,,. ... ,_ .. ,_ 

Privet Ligustrum species 6+ 6 36 medium 

Coral Honeysuckle Lonicera sempervirens 6+ 6 36 medium 

Woltberry Lycium species 6+ 6 36 
***low, 
medium 

.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

Heavenly Bamboo Nandina domestica 6 5 25 medium 
•••-'-1-->I.., 

Mariola Parthenium incanum 2 3 9 low 

Woodbine, Virginia Parthenocissus 
8+ 6 36 medium 

or Hacienda Creeper species 
_.._,_...., 

Photinia Photinia species 10+ 12 75 medium 
r-r,-,-,- '" "''"''""'"'' 

Rosemary Mint Poliomintha incana 4 4 16 low 

btveflder SpieeMexican 
Poliomintha 

Oregano or Lavender 
maderensis 

2+ 3 9 **low, medium 
Spice 

-,, .. ,, ... ,,-.,,-.. ,, .. ,. 

Broom Dalea 
Psorothamnus 

4 5 25 low 
scoparius 
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LAS CRUCES SUN-NEWS 

PROOF OF PUBLICATION

I, being duly sworn, Rynni Henderson deposes
and says that she is the President, a newspaper
published daily in the county of Dona Ana,
State of New Mexico; that the 1219165 is an
exact duplicate of the notice that was
published once a week/day in regular and
entire issue of said newspaper and not in any
supplement thereof for 1 consecutive
week(s)/day(s), the first publication was in the
issue dated October· 31, 2017, the last
publication was November 7, 2017.
Despondent further states this newspaper is
duly qualified to publish legal notice or
advertisements within the meaning of Sec.
Chapter 167, Laws of 1937. 

Signf}

Prd�v 
Official Position

STATE OF NEW MEXICO
ss. 
County of Dona Ana 
Subscribed and sworn before me this

� 1J day ordk.HlhaJ)& '2a 7

vm f':t )14, el\ Q.!) Q O)e UJJ Y �Ola,')
Notary Public in and for 
Dona Ana County, New Mexico

OFFICIAL SEAL 

MARIA ISABEL DEL VILLAR 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

On September 26, 2017, the Board of County 
Commissioners of Doria Ana County (BOCC) directed that 
a public hearing be conducted at their Regular Meeting on 
November 14, 2017 at 9:00 am. on the question of whether 
to adopt an amendment to Ordinance No. 287-2016, the 
Unified Development Code (UDC). The public hearing 
will be held at the Doria Ana County Government Center 
located at 845 N. Motel Blvd., Las Cruces, New Mexico. 

Should you require special accommodations as a result of a 
disability, please contact the County ADA Coordinator at 
525-5884 (voice), 525-5951 (TTY), or 1-877-827-7200
(toll free), or write to ADA Coordinator, 845 N. Motel
Blvd., Las Cruces, New Mexico 88007 Spanish language
interpretation services are available upon request. Please
contact the Community & Constituent Services Office at 
525-6163, at least 48 hours prior to the event. Servicios de 
interpretaci6n en las juntas sera disponible por petici6n. Por 
favor en contacto la Oficina de Servicio a la Comunidad y 
Constituyentes 525-6163 por lo menos 48 horas por 
adelantado para pedir este servicio. 

THE OFFICIAL TITLE OF THE PROPOSED 
ORDINANCE IS: The Unified Development Code­
Amendment No. I. 

GENERAL SUMMARY The UDC was adopted by the 
BOCC and became effective on February 2, 2017 The 
overall goals of the new code was to update, simplify, and 
map zone the entire County and eliminate the Extra­
territorial Zone (ETZ) surrounding the City of Las Cruces. 
Staff has been using the UDC since it became effective and 
have identified areas that need improvement, corrections 
and clarifications in order to minimize variances and 
improve the overall document to make it more user 
friendly. The following Sections of the Ordinance are 
proposed for amendment: 
Article 1 . Section 1.4.3 
Article 2: Section 2.2.1.a.iii, 2.4.4.f, 2.13.1, 2.15.2.i-iii 
Article 5: Section 5.1, 5.2.b, 5.2.3, 5.2.3.f, 5.2.4.e, 5.3.8.f, 
5.3.9.b, 5.4.8, 5.5.1, 5.5.2, 5.7, Section 5.8.9.1, 5.9, 
5.11.1.c.i&ii, and Tables 5.5 and 5.25 
Article 6: Clarify throughout that BMPs are coordinated 
with Staff, not designed, Section 6.3.7 and Table 6.11 
Article 7· Glossary of Terms amended related to Section 
5.7 
Article 8: Appendix X expanded from items in Section 5.7 

Written comments may be submitted no later than 
November 7, 2017 to janined@donaanacounty.org to be 
included in the BOCC packet. Oral comments may be 
presented at the hearing. A copy of the proposed 
Amendment may be obtained upon payment of an 
administrative fee at the Office of the County Clerk, Doria 
Ana County Government Center, 845 N. Motel Blvd., Las 
Cruces, New Mexico during regular business hours. 1t is 
also available electronically at 
www.donaanacounty.org/UDC 
Pub#1219165 
Run Dates: Oct. 31, Nov. 7, 2017 




