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DOÑA ANA COUNTY 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

PLANNING ▫ BUILDING SERVICES ▫ GIS ▫ ANIMAL CONTROL/CODES 

P&Z RECOMMENDED AMENDMENTS TO THE UDC 
AS REQUESTED BY THE BOCC FOR THE FOLLOWING ITEMS 

 
1. Review how “livestock pens” are accommodated in zoning districts with specific attention to 

potential inclusion in Zones T3 and D1. “A” added to T3, D1 & D1L for Livestock Pens in 
the Matrix on Table 5.1 as well as other changes on the Matrix per P&Z’s recommendation. 
See Exhibit A.  
 

2. Review allowed uses in the “N” zone and consider allowance of grazing where authorized 

by state or federal agencies or in accordance with the “Right to Farm Act”.  Natural “N” 

zoning designation eliminated from zoning maps; uses not regulated in this category. See 

Zoning Maps, Exhibit B.  

 

3. Continue exploration of zoning options for Talavera in order to more closely align zoning in 
the UDC with the development pattern of Talavera and the expressed interests of Talavera 
residents. Such exploration shall include, but are not limited to, the following options: 

 Zone the entire area R5L 
 Create a new zone (R2L) and apply to the entire area 
 Zone parcels within the area either D1L or R5L 
 Zone parcels within the area D1L, R5L, or (new zone) R2L 

Factors to be considered include, but are not limited to: issues with non-conforming lots, 
issues with up-zoning or down-zoning parcels, potential implications for future re-zoning 
requests elsewhere in the county, and alignment of land use density with sector plans in 
the Comprehensive Plan. Lots that are currently zoned ER3 be zoned D1L, and lots that 
are currently zoned ER2 be R5L, with the exception of Miner’s Ridge Subdivision to be 
zoned D1L. See Zoning Maps, Exhibit B.  
 

4. Review agricultural uses in the land use matrix, zoning map, and Section 5.11 to ensure 
compliance with "Right to Farm Act", support dairy operations, and support family farming. 
Right to Farm Act inserted in Section 5.11.1.h, entire Section 5.11 revised. See Exhibit C.  
 

5. Review size limitations of accessory buildings, and lot coverage.  

 Language clarified for Accessory Buildings to read: “Not to exceed 5,000 square feet or 
10% of the lot area, whichever is less” for Tables 5.4, 5.8, 5.9, 5.10, 5.11, and 5.12. See 
Exhibit D. 

 For lot coverage in R5 & R5L zone “12,500 S.F. or 10% of the lot size, 
whichever is greater, excluding the residential access driveway” inserted in 
Table 5.4 and the definition of residential access driveway inserted in Article 7, 
Glossary of Terms. See Exhibit E. 



 
 

6. Review request to change the zoning classification for the Dalrymple / Mayfield area and 
Milestone Court, from D2L to D1L. Motion: The P&Z recommended that the zoning stay or 
remain D2L for Dalrymple. Milestone Court already zoned D1L. Vote 6-0-0.  
 

7. Concerns about the adverse impact of the UDC on private property rights. Motion: The  
attached [sic] recommended Amendments are intended to address these concerns. Vote 7-0-0.  
 

8. Exemption of Federal and State lands from zoning administration by the County. Motion: N 

zoning designation be removed from all State and Federal lands, see Zoning Maps in 

Exhibit B. When public lands are transferred to private ownership the following language 

will apply in Section 5.1.2.a.ii. “All government land shall be zoned R5L automatically upon 

transfer to private ownership and the CDD shall be responsible for initiating subsequent 

zoning for lands transferred into private ownership. A private owner of such land may 

request the CDD to consider another zoning district”. Vote 7-0-0. See Exhibit F.  

 

9. Notice requirements for proposed zoning changes. Motion: Recommend notice be given to 
property owners about the new zoning under the UDC on their property through the use of 
the annual tax bill notices sent by the Assessor’s Office. Vote 7-0-0. 
 

10. Review potential adverse impact of the UDC on affordable housing. Motion: Recommend 
adding replacement language in Section 2.12.18 for Affordable Housing Subdivision 
Design. Vote 7-0-0. The definition of Affordable Housing inserted in Article 7, Glossary of 
Terms. See Exhibit G.  
 

11. Consider recommendation regarding the implementation timeframe. Motion:  Recommend 
effective date 30 days after date of recordation. Vote 4-3, motion passes.  
 

12. Airport Operation District Requirements. Revise Article 5.12.3, and insert associated maps 

in Appendix Z. See Exhibit H.  

 

Additional Staff Recommendations:   
13. Revise Table 5.21. Buffer Class Requirements, Change Buffer Type 2 to 3 for T2, R5 & 

R5L for uses adjacent to a T5 zone. See Exhibit I. 

 

14. Clarify Accessory Dwelling language in Table 5.4, to specify that the 1,250 S.F. accessory 

dwelling size applies to T2, R5 & R5L. See Exhibit J. 

 

15. Amend Section 5.8 Signs and Article 7 Glossary of Terms per Legal recommendations to 
meet Case Law requirements. See Exhibit K. 
 

16. Amend flow charts in the Appendix per changes in policy per P&Z recommendations. See 
Exhibit L. 
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WIRELESS SUPPORT STRUCTURE (WSS) (Specific to WCF and WSS) 
A freestanding structure such as a monopole or tower, designed to support wireless facilities. 
This definition does not include utility poles. 
 

WRECKING SERVICES 
Any place where motor vehicles not in running condition, or the parts thereof, are stored in 
the open and are not being restored to operation; any land, building or structure used for the 
dismantling or storing of such motor vehicles or the parts thereof. 

WSS  
See Wireless Support Structure. 

YARD SIGN 
Small freestanding sign that is not a monument sign. A yard sign is typically supported by 
one or two pole-like supports, and rises to head-height or below. 

YARD WASTE 
Leaves, grass clippings, yard and garden debris, and brush that results from landscaping 
maintenance and land-clearing operations. 

ZONING 
The classification of land into different areas and districts that regulates land use, building 
height, intensity, density, design, and placement of buildings, which are generally referred to 
as “zones”, “districts” or “zoning districts”.  

ZONING ADMINISTRATOR 
The Director of the Community Development Department or designee responsible for 
administering this Chapter. 

 

Acronyms 
 

A 
AASHTO   Association of American State Highway and Transportation Officials.  
ADA            American with Disabilities Act. 
ADT           Average Daily Traffic 
AHSD  Affordable Housing Subdivision Design 
 

B 
BFE  BaseE Flood Elevation 
BMP, BMPs Best Management Practice  
BOCC  Board of County Commissioners  
 

C 
CDD  Community Development Department 
CFR  Code of Federal Regulations 
CGP  NPDES General Permit for Discharges from Construction Activities 
COW  Carrier on Wheels or Cell on Wheels 
CRZ  Critical Root Zone 
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b. Non-conforming signs that do not comply with this section’s prohibition of signs in 
the public right-of-way and prohibition of freestanding signs in the clear sight 
triangle shall be moved to comply with those subsections of this section within 180 
days of adoption of this chapter. If a notice has been sent to a sign owner, lessee, or 
property owner indicating that a sign is in need of repair, alteration or removal 
because it is in violation of this section, the County may initiate proceedings to 
revoke the sign permit (if any was issued) and may remove the sign 30-180 days after 
the notice is sent; time may be reduced if it is a health and safety issue. 

5.8.4 Prohibited Signs 

The following signs are prohibited: 

a. Any sign built or displayed without a permit, if a permit is required. 

b. Any sign not expressly allowed in this section. 

c. Signs that pose a distraction by blinking, flashing, fluttering, rotating and similar 
movement (actual or illusion), and other distractions identified by the Zoning 
Administrator. These restrictions do not apply to the following: 

i. Rotating barber poles at an approved barbershop; 

ii. Flashing and chasing lights on concessions and rides at fiestas, fairs and 
similar special events, 

iii. Warning signs placed by government authorities; 

iv. Strings of flashing and chasing lights displayed during the December holiday 
season, if such lights do not outline or highlight a sign; and 

v. Display of the accurate time and temperature; and 

vi. Scotchlite or reflective tape. 

d. Signs, except sidewalk signs within 5 feet of a curb or edge of a roadbed, that 
obstruct vehicular or pedestrian traffic or that obstruct the clear sight triangle. 

e. Except as expressly allowedpermitted in this section, signs placed over the public 
right-of-way or public property or any sign that encroaches onto the right-of-way 
below 8 feet above the sidewalk or grade of the land. 

f. Signs placed or painted on vehicles, trailers, or movable devices whose primary use is 
a sign, this includes the parking of such vehicle, trailer, or device in a manner as to 
constitute a sign. This does not include vehicles, etc., used in the course of usual 
business activities. 

g. Signs that pose a safety hazard or block a clear view of surroundings. 

h. Signs affixed to public or utility poles, street furniture, fences, walls, retaining walls 
or similar features. 

i. Signs on natural features such as rocks, trees or outcroppings. 

j. Banners, pennants, streamers and other fluttering devices except in Section 5.8.89.k. 
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5.8.5 Maintenance and Removal 

a. Signs shall be maintained in conformity with the structural standards of the current 
Building Code adopted by the County and shall be kept clean and in good repair. 

b. All braces, bolts, clips, fastenings and supporting frames shall be securely affixed to 
the support structure or wall. Signs shall be kept free of rust, rot, insect infestation, 
bird nests and other deterioration. Billboard posters shall be kept free of peeling, 
fading and other deterioration. 

c. If the message portion of a sign is not maintained, is peeled or becomes faded and 
unreadable, the message portion shall be replaced within 30 days or the sign shall be 
removed. If structural elements of the sign structure separate or collapse, or fall into 
severe disrepair, the sign shall be removed if not replaced within 30 days. 

d. If a sign is considered to be unsecured, unsafe or in danger of falling or if it is 
damaged, destroyed, taken down or removed for any purpose other than copy 
change, the sign shall be removed immediately or repaired and made to comply with 
all standards in this section.  Such signs may be removed by the County and 
associated costs shall be charged to the owner. 

e. No sign shall be placed within any public right-of-way or on County property 
without the County’s consent. Signs placed within the public right-of-way or on 
County property may be removed by the County and associated costs charged to the 
owner. 

5.8.6 General to all Zones and Community Types, General Limitations 

a. Mounting Hardware. Mounting hardware shall complement the design of the sign. 

ba. Illuminated Signs. Illuminated signs shall only be illuminated from dusk to dawn (or 
during similar darkness during storms), and shall permit no direct view of bulbs. 

bc. Coordinated Design. The signs within each property shall be coordinated in design 
when possible. For buildings with multiple signs, mounting hardware or sign shapes, 
sizes and colors shall be coordinated between the developer and the property owner. 

cd. Placement. Signs should be placed where the architectural features suggest the best 
placement for signage. They should be vertically aligned with the center of an 
architectural feature such as a storefront window, entry portal or width of a bay or 
overall retail space. They shall not interrupt or obscure these features or cause visual 
disharmony. 

de. Wiring. Electrical raceways, conduits and wiring shall not be exposed. Internal 
lighting elements shall be contained completely within the sign assembly or inside the 
wall. 

fe. Sign Area. Height and width shall be measured using the smallest rectangle that fully 
encompasses the entire extent of letters, logo and background and shall only apply to 
one side of any sign that has two faces separated by a horizontal angle of 45 degrees 
or less. All freestanding signs may be double-sided. 

gf. Lettering design and construction. Signs shall use only cut-out letters, painted, etched 
and or channel letters. 
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hg. Mounting hardware. Mounting hardware, such as supports and brackets, may be 
simple and unobtrusive or highly decorative, but shall complement the design of the 
sign, the building, or both. 

ih. Encroachment. No sign may encroach beyond the property line except as specifically 
allowed permitted for the type of sign in Sections 5.8.8 9 through 5.8.11. 

5.8.7 Signs AllowedPermitted by Zone or Community Type 

The following types of signs are allowedpermitted in all zones and community types but are 
not listed in Table 5.25 below: signs required by statutelaw, signs not visible from a street, 
address and name signs, curbside address signs, directional signs, future use, construction, 
real estate signs, historical markers, emblems, miscellaneous exempt signs, newspaper boxes, 
open house signs, public utility warnings, signs on vehicles, temporary commercial displays 
and temporary signs. All other signs are allowed as indicated in Table 5.25. 

 

Table 5.25. Signs AllowedPermitted by Zone or Community Type 

Sign Types 
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Ordering Board     OB B     B B B B    

Awning Sign  B   B B     B B B B    

Band Sign  B   B B     B B B B B B B 

Blade Sign  B B B B B     B B B B    

Marquee Sign     OB B     B B B B    

Monument Sign     OB P    P P P P P P P P 

Outdoor Display Case  B   B B     B B B B    

Sidewalk Sign     OB B     B       

Shingle Sign  B B B B B            

Window Sign  B   B B     B B B    B 

Yard Sign BP PB BP BP BP 
B
P 

BP BP BP BP PB B B B B B B 

Billboard              C C C C 

Pole Sign     OB P      P P P P P P 

LEGEND 

AllowedPermitted     P 

AllowedPermitted for business    B 

AllowedPermitted for business in an “O” overlay OB 
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5.8.8 Signs Exempt from Permitting 

The following types of signs shall not require sign permits and shall be allowedpermitted by 
right, provided that they obey the limitations herein. 

a. Signs Required required by Statutelaw. 

b. Signs that are constructed, placed, or maintained by a governmental entity or signs 
that the law requires to be constructed, placed or maintained to enforce a property 
owner’s rights. 

c. Yard Signs. 

b. Address Signs and Name Signs. Address signs and name signs, if they conform to 
the following limitations: 

i. They shall be constructed of durable materials. 

ii. Address signs and family name signs shall be of a single panel or individual 
letters. 

c. Curbside Address Signs. Curbside address signs consisting of numbers painted on 
curbs. Such signs shall not be considered to be address signs. 

d. Directional Signs. Directional signs shall list entrances, exists, parking locations, and 
other directional and safety information. 

i. The Zoning Administrator may determine that additional directional signs 
are necessary for safety and wayfinding and shall permit or require them. 

ii. The general description and additional limitations shall be as listed below: 

Directional Sign 

Description: A sign located on 
private property which displays 
warnings, instructions or 
directions and on which no 
other form of business 
promotion or advertising 
appears. 

Permitted Quantity 
1 per curb cut or pedestrian 
entry 

Attachment Building wall or freestanding 

Width 2 feet (max) 

Height 1 foot (max) 

Depth 1 foot (max) 

Setback from a frontage line 0 feet (min) 

Letter Height 8 inches (max) 

 

e. Future Use, Construction and Real Estate Signs, Exempt. Signs shall indicate future 
use of the site, building or tenant space. The general description and additional 
limitations shall be as below: 

Future Use, Construction and Real Estate Signs, Exempt 

Description: A sign indicating 
the future use, construction, 
availability for rent or lease of 
the site, building or tenant 
space. 

Permitted Quantity 1 per future use or per lot 

Permitted Duration 
7 days after the use 
commences 

Attachment Varies 

Area 32 square feet (max) 
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Setback from a frontage line 10 feet if not attached to a wall 

Letter Height 1 foot 

 

f. Historical Markers, Emblems. Historical markers, flags, seals, emblems and other 
official devices. 

g. Miscellaneous Exempt Signs. Signs for rest rooms; logos of credit cards accepted; 
trading stamps; trade association and Chamber of Commerce membership; business 
hours; gasoline and car wash signs for pumps, oil racks, vacuum cleaners and supply 
racks; vending and newspaper machines and other similar signs as determined by the 
Zoning Administrator. 

hd. Newspaper Delivery Boxes. Newspaper boxes, mailboxes and other delivery 
enclosures not greater than 2 cubic feet in volume and bearing the address of the box 
or a logo of the box’s owner or supplier. 

e. Signs on Vehicles. Signs on vehicles and trailers that are currently operating and 
registered. 

nf. Temporary Signs. The Zoning Administrator shall determine the scope of this 
exception beyond the terms listed in the description below. 

i. Signs that are allowedpermitted under other provisions of this section shall 
not meet the exception for temporary signs. 

ii. The general description and additional limitations shall be as listed below: 

Temporary Sign 

Description: Signs and 
decorations including but not 
limited to “for sale,” “for 
rent,” “for lease,” “open 
house,” personal opinion, 
political and “garage sale” 
signs, construction signs, 
holiday decorations and signs 
advertising home tours, fairs, 
fiestas and other similar 
events. A banner, pennant, 
poster, or display constructed 
of paper, cloth, canvas, plastic 
sheet, cardboard, wallboard, 
plywood, or other like 
materials and that appears tois 
not designed or  be iintended 
to be displayed for a limited 

period of time. permanently.  

 
 

WidthPermitted Quantity 8 feet (max)Varies 

HeightAllowedPermitted 
Duration 

8 feet (max)32 days (max) 

AreaAttachment 36 square feet (max)Varies 

Setback from a frontage 
lineWidth 

20 feet8 feet (max) 

Letter Height Varies 
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5.8.9 General to all Zones and Community Types, Limitations by Type of Sign 

a. Limitation on Information. The following types of signs shall not list products, sales 
or other promotional messages or contact information: awning, band, blade, 
monument, pole, roof or wall. 

b. Awning Signs. Awning signs shall not be internally illuminated or backlit. The 
general appearance and additional limitations are listed below: 

Awning Sign 

 

AllowedPermitted Quantity 1 per window  

Depth/projectionAttachment 4 feet, (min)Wall above window 

Clearance from 
pavementWidth 

8 feet (min)Width of façade 
(max) 

Sign Area 70% of each fabric plane (max) 

Distance from curb 2 feet (min) 

 

b. Band Signs. The following band sign construction types are allowedpermitted: cut-
out letters individually attached to the wall or on a separate background panel, and 
externally illuminated; flat panel letters printed or etched on the same surface as the 
background, which is then affixed to the wall and externally illuminated; translucent 
or solid channel letters, if each has its own internal lighting element and is 
individually attached to the wall or onto a separate background panel. The general 
appearance and additional limitations are listed below: 

Band Sign 

 

AllowedPermitted Quantity 1 per frontage 

AttachmentAllowed Size Wall (fascia) above windows or 
doors200 square feet (max) 

Width 90% of width of the façade (max) 

Clearance from pavement 7 feet (min) 

 

c. Blade Signs. Blade signs shall not encroach above the roof line or above the bottom 
of the second story window. The general appearance and additional limitations are 
listed below: 

 

Blade Sign 

Permitted Quantity 1 per frontage or 1 per 1st floor 
entry  

Attachment Wall 

Width 4 feet (max) 
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Blade Sign 

 

Height 4 feet (max) 

Depth/projection 4 feet (max) 

Clearance from pavement 7 feet (min) 

 

e. Future Use, Construction and Real Estate Signs, Non-exempt. Construction, future 
use and real estate signs that are greater than 32 square feet in area require a sign 
permit, but signs of 32 square feet or smaller do not. The general description and 
additional limitations shall be as follows: 

 

Future Use, Construction and Real Estate Signs, Non-Exempt 

Description: A sign indicating 
the future use, construction, 
availability for rent or lease of 
the site, building or tenant 
space. 

Permitted Quantity 1 per future use or per lot 

Permitted Duration 
7 days after the use 
commences 

Attachment Varies 

Area 32 square feet (min) 

Setback from a frontage line 10 feet if not attached to a wall 

Letter Height 1 foot 

 

fd. Marquees. Marquees shall be located only above the principal entrance of a building 
housing a theater, auditorium, ballroom or similar venue. 

i. All marquees, including anchors, bolts, supporting rods and braces shall be 
constructed of non-combustible materials and shall be designed by a 
structural engineer and approved by the Building InspectorOfficial. 

ii. While marquees’ components and materials may vary, anchors, bolts and 
supporting rods should be limited to the interior of the marquee.  

iii. Message boards shall be allowedpermitted as part of marquees, and shall be 
limited only by the width of the entrance and the allowedpermitted 
encroachment, except that the sides and front of the marquee shall not 
exceed 60 linear feet in total. 

iiiv. The general appearance and additional limitations are listed below: 
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Marquee Sign 

 

AllowedPermitted Quantity 1 per business or civic use 

Width Entrance plus 2 feet on each side 

Height 4-10 feet 

Depth/projection 10 feet (min) 

Clearance from pavement 10 feet (min) 

 

ge. Monument Sign. A monument sign may contain the names of all tenant(s) or 
occupant(s) of the building. The general appearance and additional limitations are 
listed below: 

Monument Sign 

 

AllowedPermitted Quantity 1 per lot, or 2 if frontage > 600 
feet 

WidthAllowed size 4 50 square feet (max) 

Setback from a frontage line 5 feet (min)or 30 feet from a 
controlled access highway 

 

hf. Outdoor Display Case.  Outdoor display cases may be externally or internally 
illuminated. 

i. Theaters, movie theaters and other places of assembly are permitted allowed 
outdoor display cases 12 square feet in area. 

ii. The general appearance and additional limitations are listed below: 

 

Outdoor Display Case 

 

AllowedPermitted Quantity 1 per qualifying use 

Attachment Building wall, 10 feet of entry 
(max) 

Area 6 6 square feet (max) 

Clearance from pavement 4 feet (min) 

 

i.g. Sidewalk Signs. Sidewalk signs shall consist of freestanding, double-sided temporary 
signs placed near the entrance to a business in a primarily pedestrian environment 

i. No more than 1 sidewalk sign is permitted allowed for each business. 
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ii. Sidewalk signs shall be removed at the close of business each day and 
whenever high winds or other weather conditions might pose a hazard to 
safety. 

iii. Sidewalk signs shall not exceed 42 inches in height or 26 inches in width. 

iv. Sidewalk signs shall not impede ADA accessibility. 

iv. The general appearance and additional limitations are listed below: 

Sidewalk Sign 

 

AllowedPermitted Quantity 1 per frontage use or 1 per 1st 
floor entry  

WidthAllowed size 2 feet 2 inches (max)8 square feet 
(max) 

 

j.h. Shingle Signs. Shingle signs shall not encroach above the roof line or above the 
bottom of the second story window. The general appearance and additional 
limitations are listed below: 

 

Shingle Sign 

 

AllowedPermitted Quantity 1 per frontage use or 1 per 1st 
floor entry  

Allowed size Attachment 6 square feet (max)Wall or awning 

Clearance from pavement 7 8 feet (min) 

 

k. Temporary Commercial Displays. A temporary commercial display may incorporate 
the following items: banners, pennants, streamers and balloons which are not to 
exceed 30 feet from the ground to the top of the balloon. Balloons cannot be placed 
on top of a building; one portable sign, not flashing. 

i. A sign permit is required for a temporary commercial display. A bond shall 
be posted by the display builder or business to ensure that the display will be 
removed when the sign permit expires. If the display is not removed within 
two days after the sign permit expires, the County may remove the display. 

ii. The general description and additional limitations are listed below: 

 

Temporary Commercial Displays 

Permitted Quantity Varies 
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Description: A sign indicating 
the future use of the site, 
building or tenant space. 

Permitted Frequency Four occasions per year 

Permitted Duration 14 days per occasion 

Attachment Varies 

Height, Balloons 30 feet from the ground (max) 

Area Varies 

Setback from a frontage line 
5 feet or 30 feet from a 
controlled access highway 

 

l.i. Window Signs 

i. Window signs shall consist of individual vinyl appliqué letters or graphics 
applied to the window; letters painted directly on the window; hanging signs 
suspended behind the window; neon signs; or door signs applied to or 
hanging inside the glass portion of an entrance doorway. 

ii. Window signs shall not interfere with the primary use of windows, which is 
to enable passersby and public safety personnel to see through windows into 
premises and view product displays. 

iii. Other forms of signs in windows shall be deemed to be temporary signs.  See 
Section 5.8.8. 

iviii. The general appearance and additional limitations are listed below: 

Window Sign 

 

AllowedPermitted Quantity 25% of glass area in each window 

Letter Height 8 inches (max) 

 

m.j. Yard Signs. 

i. A business that has a setback sufficient to accommodate a yard sign shall be 
allowedpermitted one yard sign. 

ii. A yard sign shall be set back at least 6 feet from the frontage line and shall 
not exceed 6 square feet in area excluding posts or 6 feet in height including 
posts. 

iii. The permit requirement and limitation on quantity indicated below shall not 
apply 90 days prior to and including any election day and 10 days following 
such election day. 

iiiv. The general appearance and additional limitations are listed below: 
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Yard Sign 

 

AllowedPermitted Quantity 1 per lot 

AttachmentAllowed Size Freestanding on 1-2 poles6 square 
feet (max) 

Height 6 feet (max) 

Setback from a frontage line 6 feet (min) 

 

5.8.10 Size limitationsUse Zones, Limitations by Transect or Community Type 

a. Awning, Band, Blade, Roof, Projecting, Wall and Window Signs. The areas of 
awning, band, blade, projecting, roof, wall and window signs shall be allocated from 
a total budget to be calculated as follows: 3 square feet of sign area for each linear 
foot of wall on which the sign will be placed or at least 32 square feet of sign allowed 
for each business. 

bk. Pole Sign. The general description and additional limitations shall be as listed below: 

Pole Sign 

Description: An outdoor sign 
on non-residential property 
that is mounted on one or 
more freestanding poles or 
other support so that the 
bottom edge of the sign face is 
not in direct contact with a 
solid base or the ground. 

AllowedPermitted Quantity 1 per frontagelot 

AllowedPermitted Size, ; 100-
300 ft. frontage 

100 square feet (max) 

AllowedPermitted Size, ; 
between 300-600 ft. frontage 

150 square feet (max) 

AllowedPermitted Sixe,ze; min 
600 ft. or more frontage 

200 square feet (max) 

Height 20 25 feet 

Setback from a frontage line 

5 feet or 30 feet from a 
controlled access highwaySign 
overhang min 6 feet from 
property line 

 

5.8.10 Billboards 

al. Billboards: General. The general description and additional limitations shall be as 
listed below: 
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Billboard 

Description: A large outdoor 
sign typically designed to be 
read from a moving vehicle. 

Format A 
Controlled access highways; 
additionally major arterials in 
T2/R Zone only 

Format B 
Controlled access highways; 
additionally major arterials in 
T2/R Zone only 

Format C Controlled access highways 

Minimum Spacing (all formats) 

No less than 1,000 feet on 
limited access highways, 
including those in other 
jurisdictions 

Height (all formats) 
45 feet from ground but no 
more than 30 feet above the 
roadway grade level. 

b.a. Format. The allowed dimensions of a billboard face not including frame, are below. 
Where billboards vary from these formats, they will be deemed to be in the next size 
larger but shall not exceed Format C. 

 

Billboard Face Format 

Format A 12 feet wide, 6 feet in height (72 square feet) 

Format B Larger than Format A; up to 24 feet wide, 12 feet in height (288 
square feet) 

Format C Larger than Format B; up to 48 feet wide, 14 feet in height (672 
square feet) 

Cutouts Additional 40 square feet, but not more than 10% of sign area 
(all formats) 

 

c.b. Design. Two billboard faces, back to back, or V-shaped with no more than a forty-
five degree angle of separation are allowed on a structure. Vertical and horizontal 
stacking of billboard faces are prohibited. Billboards shall be supported by one or 
two metal poles or metal-sheathed wood poles or any other construction material 
provided the construction plans are stamped by a New Mexico licensed engineer. 
Billboards as attached signs are prohibited. 

 

5.9 MOBILE HOMES, MOBILE HOME PARKS, AND MOBILE 
HOME SUBDIVISIONS 

The purpose of these regulations for mobile homes, mobile home parks and mobile home 
subdivisions is to ensure that they are a safe and healthy place to live and designed in a 
pattern of thoroughfares and blocks that is compatible with other types of development. 

5.9.1 Mobile Homes in all Zones 
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COMPACTION  
The process in which a stress applied to a material/soil causes densification as air is 

displaced from the pores between the soil grains  

CONCEALED WIRELESS FACILITY (Specific to WCF and WSS) 
Any wireless facility that is integrated as an architectural feature of an existing structure or 
any new wireless support structure designed to camouflage or conceal the presence of 
antennas or towers so that the purpose of the facility or wireless support structure is not 
readily apparent to a casual observer. 
 

CONCEPTUAL SITE PLAN 
 A scaled drawing that provides a general concept of what is proposed to be developed on a 

site. 
CONDOMINIUM (CONDO) 

A single unit in a multi-unit dwelling or structure that is separately owned and which may be 
combined with an undivided interest in the common areas and facilities of the property.  

CONSTRUCTION 
The act of breaking ground or erecting a building or structure as defined elsewhere in this 
section. 

CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY 
Any activity that: (1) disturbs equal to or greater than one acre of total land area; (2) disturbs 
less than one acre of total land area but is part of a larger common plan of development that 
will ultimately disturb equal to or greater than one acre of area.  

CONSTRUCTION PLANS 
The maps or drawings accompanying a building permit or subdivision plat application that 
show the specific location and design of improvements to be installed on a property or 
subdivision in accordance with the requirements of this Chapter. 

CONSTRUCTION SIGN 
A temporary sign announcing construction, typically located on the same site as the 
construction, and usually displaying the name of the project, the firm developing it, the 
construction firm, and other information. 

CONTAMINATED 
Containing a harmful quantity of pollutant. 

CONTIGUOUS 
At least one boundary line of one lot touching a boundary line or lines of another lot. 

CONTINUUM OF INTENSITY 
An array of conditions ranging from the rural to the urban and used in this Chapter, by 
arranging development intensities or zones within that range. These development intensities 
and zones describe the physical form and character of a place, according to the intensity of 
its land use and urbanism.  

CORRIDOR 
A street or roadway identified as a principle link or gateway and adjacent land uses within the 
County.  
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met to assure that a project at a specific location does not have unacceptable impacts on 
neighboring properties or community infrastructure. The agreement may clarify how the 
project will be phased, the required timing of public improvements, the developer’s 
contribution toward funding system-wide community improvements, and other conditions.  
The agreement can also facilitate enforcement of requirements, since it is a contract that 
details the obligations of the developer and local jurisdiction. 

DEVELOPMENT INTENSITY 
The degree to which land is used for community types; refers to levels of concentration or 
activities in use in a gradient of light, medium, and high intensity. 

DEVELOPMENT PERMIT 
A permit is required to construct or for property improvement, either of which results in a 
change of land use or character of the property. Individuals must obtain a permit from the 
Floodplain Administrator. 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE (DRC) 
A committee consisting of the Directors of Utilities, the Flood Commission, Community 
Development, the County Fire Chief, and the County Engineer. The purpose of the DRC is 
to review development proposals, deviation of development standards, and provide a 
recommendation to the appropriate decision-making body.  

DIRECTIONAL SIGN 
A sign located on private property which displays warnings, instructions, or directions and 
on which no other form of business promotion or advertising appears. 

DISCHARGE 
Any addition or introduction of any pollutant, stormwater, or any other substance 
whatsoever into the Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System, channels, watercourses, water, 
or waters of the U.S. 

DISCHARGER 
Any person who causes, allows, permits, or is otherwise responsible for a discharge, 
including, without limitation, any operator of a construction site. 

DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
A statement required to be given to persons acquiring an interest in subdivided land; this 
statement must comply with the requirements of NMSA 1978, §47-6-17 and Appendices I 
and J. 

DISPLAY CASE OR DISPLAY CASE SIGN 
A glazed enclosure for the display of directories or printed materials. 

DISTURBED AREA 
Any land surface area in which the soil will be altered by grading, leveling, scraping, cut-and-
fill activities, excavation, brush and timber clearing, grubbing, and unpaved soils on which 
vehicle operations and/or movement will occur or has occurred. 

DITCHES 
A channel made on or in the ground for draining or irrigating land. 

DOMESTIC SEWAGE 
Human excrement, gray water (from home clothes washing, bathing, showers, dish washing, 
and food preparation), other wastewater from household drains, and waterborne waste 
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human or natural activities. Excluded particulate matter includes matter emitted directly 
from the exhaust of motor vehicles, or from other combustion devices, portable brazing, 
soldering or welding equipment, and pile drivers. 

FURNISHING ZONE 
The area of the parkway assembly that is available for street furniture such as benches, 
wastebaskets, and newspaper boxes. 

FUTURE USE SIGN 
A sign indicating the future use of the site, building, or tenant space. 

GARAGE 
A building or portion thereof other than a private storage garage, designed or used for 
equipping, servicing, repairing, hiring, selling, storing or parking motor-driven vehicles. The 
term “repairing” shall not include an automotive body repair shop nor the rebuilding, 
dismantling or storage of wrecked or junked vehicles.  

GARAGE AND YARD SALES 
An informal event for the sale of used goods by private individuals, in which sellers are not 
required to obtain business licenses or collect sales tax. 

GARBAGE 
Any animal or vegetable waste that is liable to decompose or rot resulting from the handling, 
preparation, cooking or consumption of foods, offal, scum, dregs, sediment, sweepings, 
trash, debris, remains, or dross. 

GI 

 See Green Infrastructure. 

GLARE 
A degree of luminance caused by direct light or reflection. 

GRADING 
Any excavation or fill or combination thereof, including clearing and grubbing. 

GRADING PERMIT 
A permit to excavate or fill or a combination thereof, including clearing and grubbing of 
land for the construction and development of permitted buildings or structures, or to 
conduct other legal land uses.  

GREEN, CIVIC SPACE 
A civic space type for unstructured recreation, spatially defined by landscaping rather than 
building frontages. 

GREEN INFRASTRUCTURE (GI) 
An approach to water management that protects, restores, or mimics the natural water cycle. 
GI includes the physical and biological processes found in each ecoregion's natural 
landscape, informing low impact development and water harvesting. 

GROUND COVER 
Low-growing, spreading plants generally used to prevent weeds. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Used_goods
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Business_license
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sales_tax
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ODD SHAPED LOTS 
A lot that due to shape or frontage has irregular property lines, such as multi-sided or 
triangular shaped lots that do not fit the definition of front, side and rear lot lines making the 
setbacks difficult to determine. 

OFF-SITE 
Any area not located within the boundaries of the property to be developed, whether or not 
in the ownership of the applicant. 

OFF-STREET PARKING SPACE 
A location not in a street or alley, exclusive of driveways, permanently reserved for the 
temporary storage of one vehicle and connected with a street or alley by a driveway that 
affords ingress and egress for a vehicle. 

OFFICE, GENERAL 
An interior space available for the transaction of general business but excluding retail, 
artisanal and manufacturing uses, generally larger than 1,500 square feet. 

OFFICE, SMALL 
An interior space limited to 1,500 square feet and available for the transaction of general 
business but excluding retail, artisanal and manufacturing uses. 

ON-LOT PONDING 
A retention area used to store runoff within an individual lot. 

ONE-HUNDRED-YEAR STORMWATER RUNOFF 
The flood event that has a one-percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given 
year. It is also known as the “base flood.” 

OPEN HOUSE SIGN 
A sign indicating that an open house for real estate is in progress. 

OPEN SPACE 
Land intended to remain undeveloped, or when required within a lot, a publicly or privately 
owned and maintained ground area that satisfies visual and physiological needs of the 
community for light and air. 

ORDERING BOARD 
Any sign displaying the items offered at a business, typically for the convenience of drivers. 

ORDINARY MAINTENANCE (Specific to WCF and WSS) 
Ensures that wireless facilities and wireless support structures are kept in good operating 
condition. Ordinary maintenance includes inspections, testing and modifications that 
maintain functional capacity and structural integrity, such as, the strengthening of a wireless 
support structure’s foundation or of the wireless support structure itself. Ordinary 
maintenance includes replacing antennas of a similar size, weight, shape, color and accessory 
equipment within an existing equipment compound and relocating the antennas to different 
height levels on an existing monopole or tower upon which they are currently located. 
Ordinary maintenance does not include substantial modifications. 

OWNER 
Any person, association, partnership, or corporation that has dominion over, ultimate 
control of, or title to real property. 
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APPENDIX V.  COMMUNITY TYPES – FLOW CHART 
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